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Badran me ets Amnesty chief 

AMMAN (Fein) — Priinc Mlnfritrr Mndar Badrm Tacaday revi ewe d with 
Am**? btcraoftari Secretary General bo Martin the latest develop- 
ments h JatdB, fartarili i g the restoration of democratic Die, the 

HhcraHaatfan praoeai in (he Ktetdon and poBtiod prisoners. Marthi paid 
tribute to Jordan's poBdes and raked itMacfton over candttkns of 
p ris o ns to the entry. He pndaed the efforts made by those In charge of the 
!■ leant ra to rrhihlWafc and enable tf— « to con trihnte effect tody hi the 
ikvetopmcnt of theh cot au innk ks. Badran a pr eu e d Jordan's appreda- 
tian of to* effects made hy Amnesty laternadoutf to bUcvzbIc tte sufferings 
of pcfde Irrespective of their Mr ologtc w . Bodran pointed out Oat Jordan, 
by restoring p arto a rato ry Bfe, granting broad general freedoms, eattetfl- 
bf martial law, gqperthg the independence of Jmisdktkm and releasing 
pofitical pri so ners, hod taken the frW stop towards responsible democracy. 
Hie prime mkliitrr raU there me no poBticai prisoners in Jordan and 
that any riah— were indenot. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1,50 dirhams 


Algeria to aid Hrawi 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
agreed to send militar y equip- 
meat to troops loyal to Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi to help him 
expand bis control over the war- 
torn country, an official source 
said Tuesday. The sonreesaid the 
decision was taken after talks 
between Hrawi and Algerian 
President ChadK Benjedid, the 
first concrete result of Hrawi’s 
tour of members of a tripartite 
Arab peace committee on Leba- 
non. “President Chadli has 
ordered Algeria to provide the 
Lebanese army with equipment 
to enable ft to cany out its secur- 
ity mission in Lebanon/* the 
source said. He was unable to 
specify what kind of equipment 
Algeria planned to provide. Hra- 
wi arrived* in Algeria from Saudi 
Arabia Monday and was due to 
leave for Morocco later Tuesday 
— the third member of the com- 
mittee delegated by an Arab sum- 
mit last May to try to bring peace 
to Lebanon. 

More EC aid 
for Palestinians 

BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EQ foreign minis- 
ters have endorsed a plan to 
double EC aid to Pales tinians in 

the occupied territories over the 
next two years, diplomats said. 
The community proposes provid- 
ing S6.6 million in 1990, rising to 
$13.2 milKo n in 1992. Since 1971 
it has spent a total of about $185 
million on Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, much 
of it channelled through the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency. Offi- 
cials said the new money would 
be directed at soda! welfare, 
education and community institu- 
tions and stimulating economic 
development rather than at re- 
fugee progra m mes. 

Israel says Fateh 
members captured 

TEL AVIV fR) — Israel said 
Tuesday it had intercepted a ship 
off the Lebanese coast and seized 
two members of the Fateh, one of 
them a senior officer. A military 
communique said the Israeli navy 
stopped toe ship 11 days ago and 
forced it to sail to Israel with all 
its passengers. Israel released the 
veral Tuesday, letting go all on 
board except the two members of 
Fateh, wind) is led by Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. Israel Radio 
identified the officer as Said 
Fanouna and said the boat had 
been sailing from Cyprus to 
Lebanon. 

Sovfet parliament 
okays property law 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
parliament Tuesday passed a fun- 
damental law regarded as a major 
step towards legalising the con- 
cept of private property, long 
regarded as taboo in a communist 
society. The law on property was 
approved by a vote of 350 to 
three, with .11 a bste n t i ons, by the 
Supreme Soviet, the country’s 
standing parliament, after a long 
and heated debate. It covers a 
broad range of property rights, 
including the right to own factor- 
ies. 

Tanker fire put out 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Firefighters 
put out a Maze aboard the U.S.- 
flaged Kuwaiti tanker Surf Gty 
Tuesday after a 12-day battle 
against the flames, the owners 
said. A Feb. 22 blast aboard the 
81,283-ton ofl products tanker, 
one of the 11 tankers that Kuwait 
re-regfetered in the United States 
at the height of the Iraq-Lran war 
to entitle them to U.S. navy | 
protection, killed two of the 25- 
member American crew. 

Confusion In 
Russian polls 

MOSCOW <R) — Election nm- 
ofis will be needed in many areas 
of foe Soviet Union because the 
bewildering number of candi- 
dates and programmes last 
weekend left many voters baf- 
fled. While reformers defeated 
vet e ran Communists Sunday in 
major Soviet urban centres, most 
seats went unfilled doe to the 
mnltipikafy of candidates. There 
were more than 7,000 candi d ates 
in foe Russian Federation. In foe 
Ukraine 3,091 candidates fought 
over 450 seats and in Byefoiussaa 
1,128 candidates -vied for 310 
places, fo some districts as many 
as 20 candidates ran. - 


King voices satisfaction over outcome 
of talks with French president in Paris 

Jordan, France discuss 
Mideast peace efforts 


By a Jordan Ifenes staff writer 
with agency dispatches 

PARIS — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Tuesday held talks with 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand on Franco- Jordanian re- 
lations and international develop- 
ments as well as Middle East 
issues with special focus on the 
Soviet Jewish influx to IsraeL 

The King briefed Mitterrand 
on Arab-Israeh peace efforts and 
panted out that the massive im- 
migration of Soviet Jews to Israel 
had posed a “new complication” 
in endeavou r s to arrivee at a just 
and durable settlement to foe 
Middle East conflict, particularly 
that Israel seeks to settle part of 
the new arrivals in the occupied 
Palestinian te rri to ri es, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The Kmg voiced appreciation 
for the French and European 
Community (EC) positions on 
the Middle East problem and 
noted that “these positions are 
based on international legitima- 
cy/' Petra said. 

The King and- Mitterrand 
voiced particular concern over 

Ikhwan 
suggests 
inclusions 
in national 
charter 

By Lamia Andoni 

Special to t be Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood, the most influential 
organised group in the country, 
demanded Tuesday that a prop- 
osed national charter to regulate 
political fife in foe Kingdom 
shook! include a goal of complete 
liberation c i Palestine. It also 
appeared to demand the exclu- 
sion of leftist trends from the 
Kingdom’s political life. 

In a four-page pamphlet distri- 
buted to the mess, the. Brother- 
hood (Ikhwan), the biggest bloc 
in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, advocated foe total libera- 
tion of Palestine and Jihad (holy 
war) to confront die “Zionist 
threat ** 

“The liberation of Palestine 
from the sea (Mediterranean) to 
the river (Ionian) is an Islamic 
duty... the liberation of Palestine 
is the responsibility of all Arabs 
and Muslims.-- leaders and na- 
I turns alike,** the statement said. 
“Jihad with money and soul is the 
solution for preserving and de- 
fending the nation in foe face of 
the Zionist threat,” it added. 

The Brotherhootfs call, winch 
amounts to a demand for the 
elimination of Israel, contradicts 
the policy of Jordan, which has 
accepted United Nations resolu- 
tions recogmang ti» existence of 
the state of Israel. 

During tire run-up to the Nov. 
8 general elections, Ikhwan mem- 
bers publicly called for allowing 
military operations against Israel 
across the demarcation fine. The 
latest Ikhwan pamphlet, titled 
“The National Charter Its basis 
as viewed by the Muslim Brother- 
hood/* however, fell shot of a 
direct call for military attacks 
against IsraeL Nevertheless, the 
pamphlet dud urge Arab countries 
to supply Jordan with 
aid and arms to defend the 
country. 

“...Arab countries' s up port of 
the Jordanian people with money 
and aims is an Arab responsibil- 
ity,” it said. 

A senior Ikhwan official con- 
tacted by the Jordan Times, 
however, said the pamphlet did 
not necessarily represent “concfi- 
tions” set by the Muslim Brother- 
hood for accepting the proposed 
national charter. “These are not 
necessar y conditions, but we are 
certainly going to struggle to in- 
chide these points in the charter,” 
he said. 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
repeatedly said that be intended 

. (Continued oa page 3) 


the situation in Lebanon, “under- 
lining the need for a solution 
based on Lebanon's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.” 

The King briefed foe French 
leader on the achievements of the 
four-member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) and called for 
closer relations between the ACC 
and the EC. 

After the talks, which included 
a lunch hosted by Mitterrand, the 
King told reporters that he was 
sa t i sfi ed with the outcome of his 
meeting with the French leader 
whom be praised as “a man of 
principle and a wise leader.” 

In reply to questions, the King 
described foe position of Israel’s 
dominant Likod Bloc on peace as 
unrealistic. He said the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
whom Israel rejects as a negotiat- 
ing partner, had adopted con- 
structive stands on peace. 

“I believe the PLO has 
adopted a positive and construc- 
tive position...,” he said. “We 
support them with all our force. 
Up to now, Israel has been nega- 
tive and unrealistic.” 

The King said an Arab mmmit 


was needed to discuss the course 
of Arab issues and the future of 
foe Arab World. But any such 
summit needs careful prepara- 
tion, he added. “Its results shook! 
be different from previous Arab 
summits,” he said. 

The King said Israeli threats 
against Jordan were not new. 
Jordan alone can respond if it can 
bold out against these threats, 
and its record indicates it can, be 
said. 

Earlier Tuesday, the King held 
talks with French Prime Munster 
Michel Rocard, Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas and Defence 
Minister Jean- Pierre Chevene- 
ment on international issues and 
foe need to find a just and dur- 
able settlement to the Middle 
East conflict- Tbe King outimed 
tiie dangers inherent in the mas- 
sive Soviet Jewish influx to load 
and how it th rea t en ed to under- 
mine all peace efforts. The King's 
meetings here were attended by 
Royal Court Chief Sherif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Foreign Minister 
Marwan A1 Qasem. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Bush seeks to heal 
rift with Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bosh has 
moved to bed a growing rift with 
Israel, declaring that he sup- 
ported die rigfrt of Jews to five in 
a “united Jerusalem” whose sta- 
ins would be determined in a 
Middle East peace settlement. 

Bush made the statement in a 
telephone conversation with 
Seymour Reich, president of the 
Conference of Presidents of 
American Jewish Organisations, 
who called to voice concern at a 
Bush statement over foe weekend 
expressing o p pos i tio n to Jewish 
settlements “in foe West Bank 
and East Jerusalem.” 

The fact .that Bush equated 
Jewish suburbs of Jerusalem with 
West Bank settlements provoked 
an immediate outcry in Israel and 
a defiant response from Prime 
Minis ter Yitzhak Shamir. 

It was the latest in a series of 
dashes between Israel and 
Washington in the past week that 
appeared to endanger intense di- 
plomatic efforts to establish a 
peace dialogue between Israel 
and Palestinians. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Bush had 
assured Reich that the United 
States supported a “united Jeru- 
salem” whose final status would 
be determined by negotiations. 

“The president also made clear 
U.S. support for Jews as well as 
others to live there in the context 
of a negotiated settlement,” Fitz- 
water said. 


Bush also urged U.S. Jewish 
leaders So help to promote a 
pre-election dialogue between 
Israelis and Palestinians as soon 
as possible. 

“This remains the surest path 
available to p ro m ot in g a peace 
that would ensure Israeli semrity 
and the legitimate political rights 
of Palestinians,” F itzwate r said. 

Reich, a New York lawyer who 
is also president of B’nai B’rifo, 
the Jewish fraternal organisation, 
had called National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft asking 
to speak with the president, and 
Bush called him back. 

“The president urged Mr. 
Reich ana all .those who shared 
his concern for the Middle East to 
continue to devote themselves to 
bringing about as soon as possible 
a pre-elections dialogue between 
Israelis and Palestinians,” Fitz- 
water said in a statement 

Bush also reiterated U.S. sup- 
port for the inmngration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel “and made it dear 
that the United States will oppose 
any efforts designed to frustrate 
tins h uman right." 

Bush also signalled a gain that 
the United States will back a 
$400-milfion loan guarantee for 
housing tbe Soviet refugees “pro- 
vided the United States and Israel 
can work out assurances that 
satisfy the United States on set- 
tlement activity,” Fitzwater said. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Bonn reports Polish 
border compromise 


BONN (Agencies) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl Tuesday dropped 
his inststence on Knlring German 
recognition of Poland’s borders 
to war reparations, backing down 
on an issue that has split bis 
government and strained rela- 
tions with his allies. 

His centre-right coalition gov- 
ernment then approved a com- 
promise formula designed to 
reassure Poland that a united 
Germany would respect its post- 
war borders. 

“Mistakes were made on all 
rides, including by me,” Kohl 
told journalists later. 

The Benin initiative coincided 
with comments in Moscow by 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, who said any German 
plans to recover lost territory 
would be “fraught with serious 


In East Beilin, the foreign 
mimstiy said East and West Ger- 
many would begin preparatory 
talks on unification tins week. 

There was no rnimefoate reac- 
tion from Poland to tbe West 
German compromise, which en- 
visages the East and West Ger- 


man parliamentarians calling for 
a treaty between Warsaw and a 
united Germany formally recog- 
nising Poland’s Oder-Neisse 
border. 

West German Chancellery 
Minister Rndolf Setters said Kohl 
and his coalition partners decided 
at a Vh hour crisis meeting to put 
a joint motion to the Boon parlia- 
ment calling for both German 
parliaments to pass identical re- 
solutions as soon as possible after 
East Germany’s first free elec- 
tions March 18. 

The motion would be put to the 

West German parliament on 
Tlmrsday, Sdters told a news 
conference. 

“The border question should 
*be settled in a treaty between an 
all-German g overn m ent and the 
Polish g o v er nm e n t that sets the 
seal on the reconciliation of tbe 
two peoples,” be said, quoting 
from the motion. 

In Moscow, Gorbachev and 
East German leader Hans Mod- 
row affirmed Tuesday that a uni- 
fied Germany cannot belong to 
Noth Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO). 


Israelis Kabul says coup failed 
keep up amid conflicting reports 


keep up 
disguise 
tactics 

OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — 
Israeli security faces disguised as 
Arabs drew their guns and fired 
in the air when youths started 
stoning a passing army jeep in 
occupied Gaza Gty Tuesday, 
Palestinians said. 

Witnesses said about 30 secur- 
ity men — their faces masked by 
chequered Arab headdresses — 
revested their identity at the ci- 
ty's main produce market, firing 
their guns to disperse tbe stone- 
throwing youths. 

Nearby uniformed troops also 
opened fire with teargas and rub- 
ber bullets. Four Arabs were 
treated at hospital for beatings 
and teargas inhalation. The 
Israelis made at least three 
arrests. 

Israeli military censors made 

deletions from this report 

Israel deploys disguised secur- 
ity men as part of its battle 
■ gamsi- foe Palestinian uprising. 

Police closed tbe area for about 
90 minutes, erupted be- 

tween Israeli forces and high 
school students. 

Palestinian sources said at least 
five people were shot and wound- 
ed elsewhere in the Gaza Strip. 
About 15 girls who threw stones 
at Israeli troops near Khan 
Younis were taken to hospital 
after inhaling teargas. 

Military sources said police 
Monday had removed the head- 
less body of a Palestinian woman 
from her Hebron home in the 
West Bank. 

Palestinians said Arabs stabbed 
Sara Riyasfai, 35, and cut off her 
head after she was suspected of 
prost i tution and collaborating 
with Israeli authorities. 

Israel Radio said another body 
was found on Tuesday, hanging 
from a treee in Brit Hanoun in 
the Gaza Strip. Palestinians told 
the radio that the Head man, 
Fahmi Shaaban Azaneen, 23, was 
suspected of collaborating. 

In the West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, Israeli forces demolished the 
home of prisooer Jabal Muham- 
mad Hawish who was arrested 
four months ago. 

MDitaxy sources said Hawish 
was a member of the Red Eagle 
strike force, one of the Palesti- 
nian groups that enforces direc- 
tives of the clandestine l inking 
leadership. 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 

Afghanistan's defence minister 
and guerrillas attempted to over- 
throw President Najibullah’s 
Soviet-backed government Tues- 
day but failed, Radio Kabul said. 

But rebel sources, Western di- 
plomats and die official Soviet 
news agency reported fi ghting in 
(he Afghan capital. 

Radio Kabul, monitored in 
Islamabad, reported General 
Shah Nawaz Tanai, a leader of 
foe 1978 coup that installed a 
Marxist government, plotted with 
fundamentalist guerrilla leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar to try to 
overthrow the government. 

It said the coup attempt was 
crushed, Tanai escaped and Na- 
jibullah’s forces were in control. 
The official state radio also cal- 
led for Afghans to join foe milit- 
ary and help capture Tanai ’‘dead 
or alive’* and for his followers to 
surrender. 

Hekmatyar announced support 
for foe coop attempt and asked 
his fighters to help rebellious 
army units. 

“We support the action of the 


army officers against the Kabul 
regime/’ Hezb-i-Isiami leader 
Hekmatyar told a news confer- 
ence in Islamabad. 

“We have told tbe Mujahedecn 
to support all (army) units in- 
volved in th.5 action,” he said. 

Najibullah himself declared 
that the coup bad failed, TASS 
news agency reported. 

Najibullah’s statements were 
made in a speech read on Kabul 
Radio, TASS reported from 
Kabul, where planes attacked the 
presidential palace and heavy 
fighting broke out on the streets 
earlier in the day. 

“The address pointed ont that 
calm has been preserved across 
the country. The coup has been 
prevented,” TASS said. 

But, sources among the Pakis- 
tan-based guerrillas waging a 12- 
year-old war a gains t the govern- 
ment said rebel commanders in- 
ride Afghanistan reported wide- 
spread fighting in Kabul. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
earlier told reporters in Mosoow 
there was fighting at Kabul's air- 


port and a possible coup attempt. 

Western diplomats in Islamabd 
-aid they heard of aerial bom- 

irdmeuts by the Afghan air 
rorce, tank movements around 
foe Soviet embassy and fighting 
around the presidential palace. 
They did not know if the tanks 
were defending the embassy or 
attacking it. 

The diplomats, speaking on 
condition of not being identified, 
said they received their informa- 
tion from numerous sources. 

Details about the coup attempt 
were sketchy. International oper- 
ators in Moscow said telephone 
lines to Kabul were damaged and 
calls would be difficult to place. 

Radio Kabul said Tanai 
escaped and security forces were 
searching for him and his fol- 
lowers. 

The radio said NajibuaLlah had 
appointed Aslam Watanjar. the 
country's interior minister, to re- 
place Tanai. Both Tanai and 
Watanjar helped lead the 1978 
coup that sparked the rebellion 
by foe Mujahedeen. 


Israeli coalition moves 
closer to disintegration 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel's 
uneasy coalition government, in 
turmoil over Middle East peace 
propo sa ls, moved closer to disin- 
tegration Tuesday. 

Tbe immediate cause was an 
ultimatum from the rightist Ukud 
Party of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir demanding that its 
Labour partner agree to exclude 
tbe 140,000 Palestinians living in 
Arab Jerusalem from elections 
planned for tbe occupied terri- 
tories. 

I And also said Labour must 
accept that the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) could 
not be involved in any way in 
proposed talks between Israel 
and Palestinians. 

Labour Party ministers re- 
sponded by giving Shamir one 
day to accept a U.S. plan for talks 
with Palestinians or see the coali- 
tion government collapse. 

“In practical terms by tomor- 
row the issue most be decided,” 
Energy Minister Moshe Shahal 
said after an emergency party 
meeting of labour cabinet minis- 
ters. 

The 12-member policy-making 


inner cabinet is due to hold the 
dedrive debate Wednesday. 

“Jf there will not be a vote or if 
the vote goes again*! a positive 
response to the (U.S.) questions, 
it will mean the end of the nation- 
al unity government,” Shahal 
said. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, the pivotal figure in the 
broad government, stressed to 
reporters after the meeting the 
need for quick, decisive action: "I 
see an argent need in convening 
foe inner cabinet and taking a 
decision.” 

Vice-Premier and Labour lead- 
er Shimon Peres also said Labour 
may leave the coalition cabinet. 

“They (Likud leaders) didn’t 
relate to any question that (the 
U.S.) asked... in effect foe mean- 
ing of their decision is that they 
responded to this in the nega- 
tive,” Peres told Israel army 
radio. 

Labour decided two weeks ago 
to consider leaving the 15- month- 
old coalition government if Likud 
did not accept American Secret- 
ary of State James Baker’s prop- 
osals by Wednesday. Israel Radio 


said Peres was likely to recom- 
mend quitting tbe cabinet and 
trying to form a narrow coalition 
with small religious and left-wing 
parties. 

However, it was undear if 
Peres would get backing from 
Rabin. Labour’s number two 
man, who has previously balked 
at attempts to break up foe gov- 
ernment. 

The poll is to select Palesti- 
nians to negotiate with Israel on 
an interim period of self-govern- 
ment for the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Peres said Likud had effective- 
ly rejected Baker's formula for 
initial talks with Palestinians 

“They also have chutzpah/’ 
Peres said, using the Yiddish 
word for audadty. “They were 
asked yes or no. So what are they 
trying to do, some mud-slinging 
at the Labour Party? We won't 
agree to this. 

“First Likud wanted guaran- 
tees from the Americans” against 
PLO involvement in talks. Peres 
said. “They didn't succeed, so 
now they are trying to shift the 
whole burden to us.” 


DFLP averts split but rift persists 


By Lanrfs K. Andoni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The left-wing 
Democratic Front far the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
has managed to avert a spht in 
its leadership but differences 
remain within its ranks over the 
moderate peace strategy 
adopted by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

Well-informed Palestinian 
officials, reached by telephone 
in Algiers, told the Jordan 
Times that the DFLP lead- 
ership, which met in tbe Alge- 
rian capital last week, decided 
to refer “political and organisa- 
tional differences” to foe gener- 
al congress of foe movement 
winch is expected to meet be- 
fore tbe end of tbe year. 

They said that the differences 
between supporters of DFLP 
leader Nayef Hawatmeh and 
followers of his deputy Yasser 
Abed Rabbo reached “a bone- 
breaking” stage during foe 
meeting in Algiers but the two 
sides managed to avoid a break. 

The crisis, which has been 
brewing for more than a year 
and a half over the PLO’s pace 
strategy, reached a critical 
point last week when tbe meet- 
ing of the DFLP central com- 
mittee failed to reach a political 
and an organisational agree- 
ment. 

However, Hawatmeh sup- 
porters said “a minimum agree- 
ment was reached,” but con- 
ceded that differences persisted 
between the two rides. 

The main differences beween 
the two sides stem from dis- 
agreement over Palestinian tac- 


tics towards tbe Middle East 
peace process and a campaign 
by the supporters of Abed Rab- 
bo, who is also a member of tbe 
PLO Executive Committee, 
“for organisational reforms, 
and democratisatian and pur- 
suit of a realistic political 
strategy.” But Hawatmeh sup- 
porters, most of whom are 
based in Damascus, have been 
very critical of Abed Rabbo’s 
“conciliatory statements to- 
wards the peace process and 
taking positions without coor- 
dination with the DFLP lead- 
ership.” 

Abed Rabbo, who has been 
based in Damascus since 1987, 
heads the PLO delegation to 
the dialogue with the U.S. and 
has been operating very closely 
with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Sources dose to Abed Rab- 
bo, however, maintained that 
foe senior DFLP official advo- 
cated “a flexible position” 
while opposing further political 
concessi o n s to the Americans 
and Israelis. 

Some of bfc supporters, who 
were also readied by telephone 
- in Algiers, accused foe Hawat- 
meh camp of being “backed 
and influenced by Syria.” 

“They are concerned about 
keeping their positions in 
Damascus,” said one DFLP 
official. The charge was strong- 
ly denied by another official 
who supported Hawatmeh. 
Damascus-based DFLP offi- 
cials have repeatedly countered 
that most of their Tunis-based 
comrades “have been drifting 
away from the grasooot and 
popular Palestinian mood.” 


But supporters of Abed Rab- 
bo who describe themselves as 
the “realistic and nationalist 
Palestinian” trend say they en- 
joy the backing of most DFLP 
officials in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

They said that three of Abed 
Rabbo supporters — Saleb 
Raafat, Mamdouh Noufal and 
Jamil HflaJ — refrained from 
taking part in elections to the 
DFLP political bureau, making 
room for three DFLP members 
from tbe occupied territories. 

They said that they declined 
an otter by Hawatmeh to 
“share the leadership of the 
political bureau” in a gesture 
aimed at giving a bigger role to 
the leadership inside the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Both Hawatmeh and Abed 
Rabbo were reelected as secret- 
ary general and assistant secret- 
ary general of the left-wing 
group. DFLP sources said that 
while Hawatmeh “secured a 
modest majority” Abed Rabbo 
won a “landslide.” They said 
that the outcome was influ- 
enced by the vote of foe DFLP 
leaders from inside the territor- 
ies, “some of whom voted 
against Hawatmeh." 

Supporters of Abed Rabbo 
say drat although neither side 
dominated last week's meeting 
they believe that their ride 
emerged “stronger” as the re- 
sults of the voting indicated. 

“The general secretariat now 
i n c ludes members of the youn- 
ger generation and women... 
we needed new Hood,” said a 
DFLP official. He refraed to 
divulge names of tbe “young 


generation” or women. 

The Abed Rabbo wing said 
that it was able to gain support 
for its demand for convening a 
general congress for the move- 
ment — the third since the 
founding of the DFLP in 1968 — 
and that they dominated foe 
preparatory committee en- 
trusted with organising the 
meeting. 

It said that it hoped the con- 
gress would have a final say on 
the prevailing political and 
organisational differences. 

They said, however, that 
they would continue to struggle 
against what they described as 
“the conservative nationalist 
(pan-Arab nationalist) trend” 
from within foe framework of 
the group. ' 

The description seems to be a 
reference to the structure of the 
Hawatmeh wing as it includes 
Iraqis and Lebanese alongside 
Hawatmeh, who is a Jordanian. 

On the other hand, the 
Hawatmeh wing is now describ- 
ing Abed Rabbo supporters as 
“Palestinian cfaauvanists” in the 
harshest public recrimination in 
foe history of foe DFLP, which 
has been historically been 
known for its complete discre- 
tion and secrecy concerning its 
internal differences. 

The major supporters of 
Hawatmeh include Qaes 
Samerai (Abu Laila) and 
Charles Sowan while among 
supporters of Abed Rabbo are 
Saleh Raafat, Mamdouh Noufal, 
Jamil H3al and Issam Abdul 
Latif, who is based in Damas- 
cus but who spent two years in 
Syrian jails. 
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iddle East News 


fete 


paper predicts 1990 

hostages 



NICOSIA (Agencies) — A Tehran newspaper dose 
Sc Iran’s president said Tuesday that 1990 wifl be the 
last year c? captivity for the hostages in Lebanon, 
aotimg 5m an editorial that the resumption of ties 
Iretween Iran and the United States was not a 
{jrsconditihon for their release. 


The English-language Tehran 
Times said in a second editorial 
that Syrian President Hafez AI 
.Assad will visit Tehran soon, 
after an expected trip by his 
foreign minister, Farouk Al 
Sfcaraa. 

The second editorial denied 
reports that the trip by the Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani's 
brother to Damascus was related 
to the hostage question. 

Both editorials in the govern- 
ment-owned newspaper were ex- 
cerpted by the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (ERNA), 
monitored in Nicosia. 

An Assad visit to Iran was 
expected. Syria was Iran’s only 
staunch Arab backer in its 1980- 
SS war against Iraq. Iran and 
Syria are also in frequent contact 
over Lebanon, where they back 
rival Shi'ite Muslim militias. 

The Tehran Tunes statement 
said visits between capitals was “a 
very normal thing.” noting that 
the sensation on the hostage issue 
created by the Western media 
over such visits was “much too 
fancied." 

The Tehran Times editorial on 
the hostages was the second such 
statement in two weeks saying the 
IS Westerners in Lebanon should 
go free without preconditions. In 
the past the government-owned 
paper has reflected the thinking 
of Rafsanjani. 

‘‘Our own assessment indicates 
that his thorny issue can be sorted 
out in the near future in a sincere 
spirit by sincere people," said the 
editorial, adding, "1990 can and 
will be the last year of the captiv- 
ity of these hostages.” 

The editorial said an effort was 
underway to free the hostages 
because “Islam in no way allows 
or condones the idea that people 
should be taken or held hostage.” 

In Beirut, the respected An 
Nahar daily quoted unidentified 
Lebanese fundamentalist sources 
as saying that Iran was prepared 
to tackle the hostage issue, but 
ruling out any release soon. 

The sources were quoted as 
saying that there had been no 


direct contacts between Iran and 
the U.S., but both were scouting 
for a so far unavailable mechan- 
ism for releasing the hostages. 

Tehran Times said there were 
no direct talks between Tehran 
and Washington on resuming re- 
lations. 

"At this hour, Iran-U.S. rela- 
tions are not under discussion and 
such a move is also not supported 
by the leader of the Islamic Re- 
public and its top officials,” said 
the paper. 

It criticised the newspaper 
Kayhan International for finking 
the two issues in one of its own 
editorials, noting that "Iran has 
no hand in hostage taking at all.'* 
Pro-Iranian Shi'ite Muslim 
groups in Lebanon are believed 
holding most of foe 18 Wester- 
ners. 

Kayhan backed of its Saturday 
editorial in a column Monday, 
saying Iran’s opposition to any 
links with the United States was 
well known. 

Also Tuesday, the Peisian-lan- 
guage daily Jomhuri Islami criti- 
cised the Western media for “re- 
viving the issue of Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon and again attri- 
buting it to Iran.” 

It said the West was once again 
trying to portray Iran as a “pro- 
terrorist state" and that reports of 
talks between Washington and 
Tehran were aimed at sowing 
domestic mistrust of Iran's 
leaders. 

It did not name any other 
newspapers in criticising them for 
commenting on U.S.-Iian ties 
and relating it to the hostages. 

“Those in the local press who 
somehow relate the issue of 
Lebanese hostages to Iran-U.S. 
ties and offer guidelines in tins 
connection, if not mercenary, are 
no doubt among those who do 
not know what to do or what to 
say.” 

U.S.-Iran ties were broken fol- 
lowing the 1979 attack on the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran that re- 
sulted in 52 Americans being held 
hostage for 444 days. 

The Tehran Times said that the 


visit to Damascus by Mahmoud 
Hashemi had nothing to do with 
freedom for the hostages. 

A Syrian source, who refused 
to be identified further, said Sun- 
day that the meeting Hashemi, a 
Foreign Ministry official, and 
Syria’s Foreign Minister Fartruk 
Al Sharaa was to coordinate 
efforts to gain the release of all 
the hostages. 


U.S. ready for talks 

with Iras 


In Washington, Monday the 
White House acknowledged that 
a lot is going on behind the scenes 
to win the release of Western 
hostages in Lebanon, but says it 
has no reason to believe a break- 
through is near. 

“We cannot say that there is 
any movement, we know of no 
immine nt rele ase,” spokesman 
Marlin Fitz w ater said Monday. 

He said the United States 
would like to lurid direct talks 
with Iran on the hostage issue but 
insisted no such talks are cmreut- 
ly underway. 

“There are no secret direct 
talks but I don’t rule out all kinds 
of discussions and ah kind of 
talks," Fitzwater said. 

The White House official said a 
broad range of people were in- 
volved, including businessmen 
and diplomats. 

"They’re not official repre- 
sentatives... but I want to make it 
clear, there are a lot of people 
who will say they are, and a lot of 
people who have some justifica- 
tion, saying they’ve talked to us, 
they’ve gotten advice and com- 
ments and so forth. 

“So there’s a lot happening,” 
he said. 

His comments came ami d in- 
creasing speculation that some of 
the 17 hostages — including eight 
Americans — mi gh t soon be 
freed. 

Security sources in Beirut told 
Reuters Monday that Terry 
Anderson, 41, the Middle East 
bureau chief for the Associated 
Press ought be released by March 
16, tiie fifth anniversary of his 
abthzction. 

Fitzwater said that while U.S. 
policy barred concessions to free 
the hostages, Washington was 
“ready to deal directly with au- 
thorised representatives of the 
government of Iran whenever 
Iran is ready to do so.” 


ICS.C targes release of kidnapped Swiss 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) appealed anew 
Tuesday to the kidnappers hold- 
ing two Swiss colleagues to re- 
lease them or at least let them 
write their families. 

"Since the sixth of October the 
ICRC has repeatedly called on 
you who carry a direct responsi- 
bility for their detention, to re- 
lease Elio and Emmanuel,” said 
Angelo Gnaedinger. the Red 
Cross delegate for the Middle 
East and North Africa, in his 
message to the captors. 

"Today we renew this appeal 
and we tell you that we will spare 
no effort to pave the way and to 
find a solution to this problem," 
Gnaedinger pleaded during a 
news conference at the ICRC 
headquarters in mainly Muslim 
west Beirut. 


Elio Erriquez, 23, and Emma- 
nuel Christen, 32, worked as 
orthopedic technicians at an 
ICRC clinic in South Lebanon's 
port city of Sidon, where they 
were kidnapped Oct 6. 

“The kidnapping is simply an 
unjust act... we therefore launch 
an appeal not only to those who 
have kidnapped Elio and Emma- 
nuel but to aU groups in Lebanon 
to freely respect that missioD for 
the sake of those we're trying to 
assist,” said Gnaedinger. 

He said that over the past five 
months the ICRC has contacted 
all political and military persona- 
lities in Lebanon who have 
pledged support in trying to win 
the release of the pair. 

“We want to acknowledge that 
despite these assurances (of sup- 
port) the problem is still unre- 
solved,” Gnaedinger said. 


He expressed hope that the 
Swiss captives would be allowed 
to write messages to their families 
after five months of detention. 
“Please let them do that,” he said. 

Addressing Erriquez and 
Christen, the ICRC official said: 
“we want to tell you that we are 
here and that you are daily pre- 
sent in our hearts and in oar 
minds. Your famili es and we 
from the ICRC are together in a 
common determination, never to 
stop over efforts until yon join us 
again.” 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for kidnapping the pair. 
The FLO and Sidon police con- 
tend they are held by Fateb- 
Revolutionary Council, a break- 
away guerrilla group led by 
Palestinian leader Abu Nidal. 
The organisation has denied any 
involvement 




njedid party reformists repulse challenge 


.ALGIERS (R) — Reformists in 
Algeria's ruling National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN) appear to have 
repulsed a challenge by hardlin- 
ers in a raucous Central Commit- 
tee meeting deemed crucial to the 
party's electoral prospects. 

The extraordinary meeting was 
suspended late Sunday night, but 
officials said Tuesday specialised 
committees would continue work 
until a closing session later this 
month. 

At stake is the unity and poli- 


tical programme of the party that 
has ruled Algeria anchafler 


lenged 

for 27 years, but is due to face its 
first multi-party elections on the 
local level in Ju 


June. 


Most political observers say the 
FLN risks losing a number of 
municipal and provincial govern- 
ments to the fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front and other 
newly legal opposition parties. 

Old guard FLN members 
powerful under former President 


Hbnari Boumedienne used the 
meeting to attack economic re- 
forms launched by President 
Chadli Benjedid, saying they 
risked setting the conn tty on the 
road to capitalism. 


“The reforms that have res- 
tructured state enterprises have 
brought no improvement,” said 
former Industry Minister Abdul 
Salam Belaid, architect of the 
country's Socialist development 
in the 1970s. 



A Christian family, mdadiBg a child in a wheelchair, escape embattled areas of East Beirut- 


Snipers active during ceasefire as 
Beirutis brace for fresh fighting 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanese 
Forces militiamen listened to dis- 
co music on radios as they 
sprawled around the 12-story 
Mima S halrmhi b uilding in east 
Beirut. A few handled metres 
away, rebel Gen. Michel Aomn's 
troops eyed them warily. 


The devastated high-rise build- 
y Nariu 


mg and the nearby Nariman Sha- 
louhi block have become forward 
outposts for the right-wing militia 
in a six-week-old power struggle 
for control of the Christian en- 
clave north of Beirut. 

There was supposed to be a 
ceasefire. But sporadic gunfire 
crackled around the battered 
streets of the Sin E3 FH district as 
civilians scrambled for food and 
water while they can. 

No one believes the fighting is 
over yet. 

The two Christian forces have 
battled each other to a standstill, 
leaving their bloody power strug- 
gle unresolved. 

The Lebanese Forces (LF) led 
by onetime medical student 
Samir Geagea can claim to have 
blocked Anon’s campaign to 
crush them. 

They hold two-thirds of the 
800-square-k3ometre enclave, in- 
cluding its ports of Beirut, 
Joumeh and Byblos. 

But Aoun has vowed to eU- 
nwoate tfv* pwEtia t&C nmwi milit- 
ary challenge to Ins claim to be 
the sole authority in the enclave. 

Geagea has pledged to fight to 
the finish. But if they continue to 
devastate Beirut’s Christian sec- 
tor at the rate they’ve been doing, 
any victory wifi be a hollow one. 

Aoun badly needs a dear-cot 
triumph. His last attempt to 
storm Geagea’s stronghold in Sin 


cannons and rocket-propelled 
grenades from the alleyways. 

Now, with another ceasefire, 
the waiting has begun again. 

The Mtrna Shalouhi building 
was fiercely contested in the last 
shootout. 

At the entrance, a Lebanese 
Forces fighter Monday washed 
coffee caps with murky water 
poured from a targe whiskey 
bottle. 

His comrades smoked and lis- 
tened to disco music as they 
flopped out mi leather armchairs 
in the' lobby, their AK-47 assault 
rifles stacked against the green 
elevator doors. 

The militiam en had scrawled 
on the doors in black, “ Hakim is 
our leader forever” and “Misho 
Aoun, the traitor.” 

Geagea is known to his men as 
which means doctor in 
Arabic, a concession to his three 
years at medical school. 

Aoun has been given the effi- 
minate nickname of “Misbo,” a 
corruption of his first name. 

The fighting erupted on Jan. 
30, when Aoun, after months of 
prevarication, finally moved 
against Geagea with his troops. 

In the fiercest battles between 
Christian Forces since the civil 


As the militiamen rested, Reu- 
ters staffers picked their way 


down the dirty stairs carrying 
tes full of 


war erupted in April 197S, more 
than 750 people have been killed 


El FU and neighbouring districts 
failure. 


was a costly 
His troops, led by U.S.-made 
M-48 tanks, fought to the out- 
skirts of the districts Thursday 
and Friday, but were bloodily 
repulsed in 36 hours of savage 
fighting by Geagea's battle-har- 
dened veterans using 106 mm 


and 2,088 wounded. 

A shipping container, a blue 
American Sedan and a truck 
block the road leading into Mima 
Shalouhi from the main highway, 
which Aoun sought to seize so he 
could use his armour to strike at 
Geagea's positions nearby in a 
thrust on the Lebanese Forces 
headquarters in the harbour - 
side Karantina district 

Blankets, pots and pans, and 
ammunition boxes that double as 
tables were scattered over the 
black marble floor of the com- 
mercial centre's lobby. 

The building housed the offices 
of American Express, the Dutch 
Airline KLM and the British 
Reuters News Agency. 


blue plastic bags and boxes hill 
files and documents. 

One of their two second-floor 
offices was completely devas- 
tated. The corridor looked like a 
dark cavern, with wires and metal 
rods danglin g from the ceiling. 

It was blocked by piles of rub- 
ble. The acrid stench of cordite 
hung in the air. 

The walls of the adjacent 
offices were demolished by shell- 
fire, making it difficult to deter- 
mine where one office began and 
another ended. 

“Nothing’s left there,” one 
Renters employee said as he 
swept dust and rubble off wire 
machines. 

The strong metal doors of the 
American Express office on the 
fourth floor were still intact, so it 
was not possible to check whether 
the office had taken any bits. 

“The army slammed incendiary 
bombs mostly at the bottom three 
floras because they wanted to trap 
our guys, who were upstairs, but 
setting the place on fire and to 
prevent supplies getting up from 
downstairs,” said one militiaman. 

Sponge mattresses used as beds 
by the militiamen jutted out of 
the two elevator cages al the 
Nariman Shalouhi b uilding . 

At one end of the parking lot 
downstairs, Antoinette Saleh was 
han g in g clothes as sniper fire 
crackled nearby. 

“I lost my house,” she sobbed. 
“My husband's 55. He won't live 
long enough to make enough 
money to repair it." 

Mrs. Saleh, together with a 
dozen other civilians who live 
nearby, have moved into the 
basement shelter of the Nariman 
Shalouhi building because their 
exposed homes are too dangerous 
to hve in. 

Mosquitos buzzed in the dark 
shelter which was overflowing 
with water from pipes burst by 
shellfire. 


Turkey may give military priority to Mideast 


ANKARA (R) — NATO-mem- 
ber Turkey has said it may even- 
tually switch its defence priorities 
from Eastern Europe to the Mid- 
dle East. 


“Strategically, Turkey has to 
keep its forces deployed in all 
directions. If peace is achieved in 
Europe, it is natural that atten- 
tion be directed to other regions, 
especially the Middle East,” 
Chief -of-Staff Nedp Tonuntay 
told the state-run television Mon- 


day night. 

“We may have to revise new 
strategies after closely following 
events in the Middle East and 
especially in neighbouring coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Turkey maintains good rela- 
tions with its neighbours though it 
has indirectly accused Iran, Iraq 
and Syria of harbouring separatist 
Kurdish rebels. 

It guards one third of NATO’s 
borders facing Warsaw Pact 


countries and borders Iran, Iraq 
and Syria in the southeast. 

Torumtay said Turkey envis- 
aged no major troop cuts before 
arms reduction talks in Europe 
are ended. 


Meanwhile, the Turkish Fore- 
ign Ministry said Monday a 
Bulgarian coastguard boat 
opened fire on a Turkish vessel 
fishing in international waters of 
the Black Sea, wounding a crew 
member. 


A 


A 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7. 1996 


Uprising leaders invite 
Mandela to Palestine 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 

Palestinian leaders of a 27- 

month-old revolt against Israeli 
nile in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip Tuesday invited freed South 
African black nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela to visit Pales- 
tine. , , . , 

“The Unified Leadership or 
the Uprising invites African lead- 
er Nelson Mandela to visit our 
occupied Palestinian state to 
observe on the ground the same 
conditions of repression that both 
of onr struggling people live 
under,” a leaflet issued by the 
clandestine command of the up- 
rising said. 

Mandela, 71, was freed in 
February after 27 years in jail for 

plotting to overthrow white rule 
m South Africa. 

The leaflet, welcoming a meet- 
ing between Mandela and PLO 
fit airman Yasser Arafat in Lusa- 
ka last week, called for world 
pressure on the Israeli and South 
African governments to free all 
Arab and South African political 
prisoners. 

The leaflet, re iterating deep 
concern over the settlement of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants on 
occupied Arab land, called on 
wealthy Arab states to use ofl and 
money to stop Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel. 

The leadership appealed to 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to block direct migration 


to Israel, saying the influx ham- 
pered Middle East peace efforts. 

“The immi gration threatens 
the future of the National PaJesti- 
ninn cause an d hampers ibe 


chances of a comprehensive 


mpre 

peace settlement in the region,” 


the leaflet said. 

More than 70,000 Jews five in 
settlements among the 1.75 mil- 
lion Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, which were 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Several hundred of an esti- 
mated 10,000 Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants have settled in the occu- 
pied territories. Israel say* it ex- 
pects up to 100,000 Soviet Jews to 
arrive this year. 

The Unified Leadership, made 
up of the four major groups in the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, called on Arab residents of 
the West Bank. Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem to start summer 
time on March 10 — two weeks 
ahead of Israel. 

Pa lestinians said the Unified 
Leadership bad instituted a sepa- 
rate summer time from Israel last 
year as a symbolic gesture of 
Arab independence from Israel. 

The Unified Leadership also 
called for inarches and other pro- 
test demonstrations Thursday to 
mark International Women's Day 
and urged local businesses to 
make the day a paid holiday. 


Israel allows West Bank 


junior college to reopen 


AL ARUB, Occupied West Bank 
(AP) — Facing international 
pressure to reopen Palestinian 
universities, Israel’s army Tues- 
day allowed classes to resume at a 
West Bank teacher's college. 

The untroubled resumption of 
classes at the Arub Academy and 
the planned reopening of other 
two-year schools were seen as 
tests for a possible restart of 
universities that have been shut 
almost since the start of the 26- 
monlh Palestinian uprising. 

But the army said soldiers 
dosed two elementary schools 
and a middle school Tuesday in 
the West Bank dty of Nablus, 
raising to 27 the number of prim- 
ary and secondary schools shut so 
far this year for disturbances. 

Arab education officials were 
told the latest closures were be- 
cause pupils had stoned West 
Bank military Commander Yit- 
zhak Mordediaf s military jeep. 

The Arab Academy, a men’s 
college which trains students to 
teach English, Arabic, Islamic 
studies arid geography, was the 
scene of jubilant reunions 
Tuesday. 

“It’s one of the happiest days 
we have had,” said Hamad Sar- 
sur, the headmaster. 

Harrying for class with a note- 
book in hand, Yousef Asafreh, 
25, said that because of army 
closures be has spent more than 
four years trying to get a teaching 
certificate in Arabic that normal- 
ly takes two yeans. 


He and other students said the 
hills ide campus. located near the 
Arab Refugee Camp on the road 
to Hebron, would not be used to 
stage political protests. 

“It is our central demand that 
we be educated." said the 
bearded Asafreh. “Students 
understand that they cannot re- 
ceive education with riots. Riots 
and education cannot go 
together ." 

Arub bad 82 students and 12 
teachers before the uprising be- 
gan in December 1987, but only 
55 students showed up for das 
Tuesday. 

Sarsur said he did not know yet 
if any students were in jail for 
anti-Israeli activism. 

He predicted unrest would not 
erupt on the Arub campus, 
adding: "The students are eager 
to return to their desks." 


Army officials said if there was 
no trouble at the Arub college, 
where classes were held peaceful- 
ly Tuesday, then offidais would 
open the other 15 community 
colleges. 


“It is going to be gradual," said 
one official who demanded 


9 


anonymity. “If there is no incite- 
ment or security violations, we 
will see all of them open and 
functioning in a short time.” 
He and other offidais declined 
to make specific pledges but sug- 
gested that a peaceful reopening 
of junior colleges would pave the 
way for universities to resume 
operation. 


Amnesty accuses Chad of 


torture, secret executions 


LONDON (R) — Amoe^ Inter- 
national accused Chad Wednes- 
day of torturing and secretly ex- 
ecuting political prisoners, saying 
hundreds of detainees had dis- 
appeared. 

“In response to armed opposi- 
tion and Losmgencies, the author- 
ities have condoned or permit- 
ted... arbitrary arrest, secret de- 
tention, torture and extrajudicial 
execution,” the London-based 
human rights organisation said. 

Reporting on political prison- 
ers in Chad, Amnesty said the 
government of President Hissene 
Habre, a former guerrilla leader 
who came to power in 1982, had 
given no information about hun- 


dreds arrested in the last eight 
years. 

“The prisoners effectively ‘dis- 
appeared’ after arrest... unoffi- 
cial sources, however, claim that 
a considerable number have died 
in custody and there is evidence 
that some have been executed g 
extra judicially,” h said. 

“Certain prisoners were taken 
to the presidency before they 
were executed... strongly sug- 
: Tg that President Habre 
they were to be killed.” 


According to Amnesty's in- 
formation, none of the detainees 
had been brought to trial since 
1982. 
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CHURCHES 



St- Matt of Nazareth Chore* SmtOefc. 
TeL 810740 

Assemblies of Gad Church, Tel. 

632785. 

Sc Joseph Chmtb Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Anoudatisn Tel. 

637440. 

Re Is Sale Chan* TeL 661757 
Terrasxnta Chunk Td: 622366 
Church of the Aaund at leu Tel. 
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INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 



USEFUL TELEPHONE 


WEATHER 


BoSetmsappliai by ibc Deportment ol 
Meteorology. 


ft wiP be partly cloudy ml winds 
will be northwesterly light to moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds wiB be northerly 
moderate and seas calm.. 


NIGHT DUTY 
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Fenknra pharmacy 778336 
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Cwfl Defence Department 661111 
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Amman Miai i ripality 
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Te l ephone hrih m a f ion 

(directory assstance) 121 

OwerseasCaBs .010230 

Central Amman Tele ph one 

Repairs... 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Ranks 661101 

Jordan Tdevhiou 773111 

Radb Jordan ....................... 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jortfeo Efcctrioty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

- 636381. 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbahdi Maternity, J.A-nm... 644281/6 
Ak3eh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafim, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcnasi 664171/4 

SbodsH! Honhal ............... 669131 

Unheniiy Htapitri 845845 

At-Mnasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafc 666127/37 

AkAhG, AJxM 664164/6 

Mahan, AHfl nh ajre ca 777101/3 

AUbririr. J. Ashrafieh 775311/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09) 

‘^071 

Ora Sins Hospital 

DOHDc 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (021 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Dm Al Nafees Hosretal (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 


This iofonnatioa is applied by Royal 

Jordanian (RJ) inmtoatioa depati- 

tacatattbe Ooeea AM tatcmaooal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, whm it 
should always bo vctiScd. 


IMS Carol 

IfelO Jeddah \ 

lili Sana'a, Jeddah ( 

IkN Benghazi (1 

I3s40 Kuwait (6 

MclO Ankara. Istanbul ( 

1M5 Frankfort ( 

Damascus (PK) 


AR&2VJUL5 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 



owe ... 

QMS ... 
Mfcflf ... 
M:I5 ... 
10:15 
174# _. 
17:2# ... 
17s4B ... 
1706 ... 


Damaacns( 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi ( 
.. tJhahnm, Kuwait < 

Jeddah, Aqaba ( 

Laroacal 


... Vienna, Belgrade ( 

. London. fiankftnt( 
...... Madrid, Rome ( 

Oncago, New YotL Vienna i 
Cairo r 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

■“S8S 




Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam, New York ( 

U:2t Turns, Casablanca I 

IWi London 

12*0 

12l4S Aqaba, ( i 

15b 4# Kuwait, Dhahran i _ 

19*5 Bahrain, Abu Dbabinuj 

*10 New Delhi iRJ] 

3 Cam(RJ) 

2L4S Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Other' Rights (Terminal 2) 

- London (BA) 

Bebut(ME) 

2® Larnaca, Zorich (SR) 

Rome(AZ) 

as— sSP 

£2 i:::::::::::::::::::::. 8 ®. 


IStlb Dbabraa (TK1 

2*25 Sanaa (LH 1 ) 

21:2# Karachi (PS) 

market prices 

Uppet/kmcr price in 5k per kg. 

Apple 480 / 440 

Banana .’ 450 / 400 

Banana (Mnfcamnmr) 400 / 350 

Beans 800/700 

Cabbage go / « 

C«rot a. 180/140 

ChnMoww W 

Com-.- 180/1# 

9 lcaH * ere 0 a *Se) 240/200 

Caa i m b e ra (wBlf) 440/380 

J? 3 ®* - 500/420 

1 — 230/180 

Oafac 700 / 6C0 

Grapefruit 250 / 200 

feroon 220/ 180 

Leawefattone) 120/ UB 

Marrow tbsgs) }40/lOO 

Marnrar (small) -240/300- 

Onkm/Ay) 2S0/2W 

Onion (green) 170/120 

Orange a (0/230 

Orange (SharooiK)) 380/ 34G 

JopperHiot) 900/3# 

Pepper (sweet) 746/ 650 

mato 2307180- 

DO/ H» 



ISO# Itf- 

Fomatoes 189/140 


-"S’ 



' 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Ra’d thanks King 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zdd, 
president of the Friends of the Blind Society, Tuesday voiced 
appreciation td His Majesty King Hussein for his generous 
contribution to charitable societies. In a message to Kmg Hussein, 
Prince Ra’d said that the King’s contribution “embodies his 
paternal love to Us family am] reflects Us passionate feelings 
towards each one of Us family. " King Hussein Monday placed an 
amount of 100,000 French francs, which the Falcon of Jordan won 
in the Malaysia air race, at the disposal of the Friends of the Blind 
Society, for use in foe treatment of eye patients, especially those 
undergoing cornea transplants. 

Club honours chess aces 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Royal Hirfmes Prince Mohammad, 
president of the Royal Chess Chib, ^Tuesday attended a special 
party held at foe dob to honour members of the National Chess 
Chib who took part in the Asian Gties Chess Championship held in 
Dubai from Jan. 16 to Feb. 2 The team scored the best-ever results 
that Jordan achieved in mtemational championship s. Prince 
Moha mmad presented the team members with token gifts in 
appreciation of their efforts. The team members presented foe 
medals they won to Prince Mohammad in recognition of Us efforts 
to support chess in Jordan. 

Expired passports valid for return 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Citizens living abroad and carrying expired 
Jordanian passports will be allowed to use them to return the 
Kingdom, according to instructions issued by Minister of Interior 
Salem Masa’deh. 'Hie minister, who was replying to an inquiry 
made by Lower House of Partiament member Mansour Murad, 
noted that Jor danians shonld carry passports if they want to return 
home and they can get them at Jordanian embassies abroad which 
can issue alternative identificatkm ■ papers if necessary. The 
ministe r noted also that Jordanian passports for nationals living 
abroad can be done through embassies and consulates and through 
authorising other persons to carry out this procedure. In tins case, 

liipwity- an 


and the Public 
to foe provisions of 


he said, approval by the General Intel 
Security departments will be needed, 
foe Passport Law. 

Iraqis to get equal treatment 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi nationals will be treated on equal footing 
with Jordanians upon registering as guests in Jordanian hotels, 
according to Minister of Tourism Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti. The 
minister said this measure would take effect as of April 1990. It was 
readied between the ministry and the Jordan Hotels Association 
(JHA). Ministry officials said the Jordanian move was expected to 
be reciprocated by the Iraqi authorities. The minister noted in a 
statement to A1 RaT and the Jordan Times that the JHA and the 
Ministry of Tourism would soon dispatch a team to Iraq to help 
market Jordan’s tourist sites there in implementation of an 
agreement taken by foe Arab Cooperation Council (ACC). 
According to foe Ministry of Tourism, the first tourist groups from 
Iraq are expected to arrive here in April. 

Electricity workers to elect council 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Workers in the electricity sector will Thursday 
elect a new council and president, accordi n g to s«mfr Qardan, 
president of die General Association of Workers in the w « !tri n ii y 
Sector. Two Woes, one headed by Qardan and the other beaded by 
Wafid A1 Khayyat, are running in the elections. The elections will 
take place Thursday morning at the premises of the General 
Federation- of Jordanian TVade Unions* 

Produce exports increase 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s exports of fresh fruit and vegetables 
during February amounted to 44,300 tonnes, worth JD 9.43 
million, compared with 25,400 tonnes during foe same month last 
year. However, Jordan’s imports during die reported period were 
4,000 tonnes, compared with 2,850 tonnes during die same month 
in 1989. 

Jordanian, American women to debate 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Jordanian women, Sabina Maani, 
vice-president of the Business and Professional Women's Qub, and 
Manam ShaUn, a staff reporter for the Jordan Times, will 
exchange ideas with a panel of American businesswomen in 
Washington, via satellite. The programme will take dace in the 
auditorium of the American Centre, Jabal Amman, Wednesday at 
5:00 pjn. Guests are welcome. 

Friendship society elects board 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The general assembly of the Jordanian-Italian 
Friendship Society has elected a new board chaired by Abdul 
Rahman A1 Bahri. The board includes in addition to President 
Bahri, Masbbour Tadras as vice-president; Raghda Salah as 
secretary; Dura Qatan as treasurer and Mahmoud Talhouni, Ham 
Dahkh, Moh ammad A1 Khatib, Mohammad A1 Qasse m and 
Fawaz Touqan as members. The society, which aims at promoting 
political, economic and cultural ties between Jordan and Italy was 
founded in 1982. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly baBctms and 

the daily Arabic press. Reader s are advised to verify tbe listed 

timet and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* FTfcfhttina <rf oils and watercolours by Jordanian artfet Yousef 
Baddawi at the gallery, Hotel Jordan ima^ConttoOBtri — 9ri)0 
a.n. - 7:00 pjL 

☆ Kwh o at lt m by Jordanian artist Hassaa JaU at the Royal 
Cnbaral Goitre. 

☆ Krtrfhlrtnw by plastic artists Arfl A1 Hamad and Ibrahim Al 
Nabahneh at the Housing Bank Complex. 

* Graphic art exMUthm by Ne’ant Al Nasser at the Yi 
U nive rsi ty . 

☆ Art esttMtiso by seven Iraqi artists at AMnlHanmd 
F ound a ti on. 


Jordan Inter-ContinentaL 


actrnt on “Economics’ ***** and Law” by Dr. J JL Kearl, 
— jwodmde vice-president et Brigham Yeung VnSmtntr 
r, at foe University et Jordan’s Faculty et Economy boBding 
- 540 p-w- 

l lectin, fh Arabic, by American University of Beirut (ABB) 
taidem Ibrahim A3 on AUB*s preset and Ware at foe 
old Jordan Irtcr-Cflotfoadal — &38 P-“* 
l lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Partiameat of foe future to 
orta” by Adam Abe Oddi, foe political advisor of Uk 
frgesty King Hnsseia, at foe Royal CuBural Centre — &00 


A video " * *4 “Tambfedown” d foe British Council "— 

pja. 

A French ffinx “Pfccbears dT d a nde ” at the French 

Cdtsrd Centre — 8d» pJB. 


University teachers give shape to union 


By Mariam M. Shahtn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Academic staff at 
the University of Jordan took 
the initiative to set op the 
first-ever association of 
teachers of higher education in 
foe Kingdom by conv eni ng a 
preparatory meeting at the 
campus Tuesday and unveiled 
what they described as the 
baric objectives of foe prop- 
osed representative body. 

About 150 professors and 
lecturers gathered at tbe uni- 
versity’s Samir Rifai 
amphitheatre to hear some of 
their leaders speak of the ne- 
cessity to set up an organised 
group to represent than and 
protect their rights. There are 
approximately 700 lecturers 
ana professors at tbe Universi- 
ty of Jordan. 


A self-appointed steering 
oommittee of Dr. Fawaz 
Toukan, a former minister of 
social development, and Dr. 
Fawzi Sahawneh, a demog- 
raphic scholar, chaired the 
meeting after a leaflet outlin- 
ing tbe objectives of a universi- 
ty teachers association was dis- 
tributed to tbe academics at 
the university. 

Tbe leaflet explained foe 
objectives of the proposed 
association as: 

— Reaffir ming that university 
teaching is not a job but a 
profession; 

— Upgrading the position of 
teachers in their “bargaining” 
positions with tbe administra- 
tion; and 

— Setting up foe framework 
for educational reforms and 
philosophies. 

The last attempt to form a 


teachers union at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan failed in the 1970s 
because professional associa- 
tions and teachers’ unions, 
whether those in higher educa- 
tion or otherwise, were 
banned. 

Although the first meeting 
was basically pre-preparatory, 
certain demands by professors 
and lecturers came to the fore 
at foe gathering. Many sugges- 
tions underlined foe age-old 
conflict in all educational in- 
stitutions between administra- 
tors and academician s , ran gin g 
from elections of department 
beads instead of appointments 
to decentralisation of the 
whole university administra- 
tion system. 

“There is too much power in 
the hands of the president,'' 
said one professor. “He con- 
trols everything,'' he said, in- 


sisting on anonymity. Another 
professor charged that 
appointments were often based 
on favouritism rather than 
merits of foe candidates. 

While Sahawneh said that he 
favoured the application of the 
universities law vis-a-vis pro- 
fessors, one professor said that 
he favoured amendments to 
the law with a view to making 
it more favourable towards foe 
academic staff rather than tbe 
administration. 

Many professors lamented 
“poor working conditions" at 
the university, and complaints 
ranged from lack of simple 
office facilities to transporta- 
tion. “Most of us do not have 
access to basics, such as photo- 
copy machines while some 
members of foe administration 
are driving around in very big 
cars and have very big offices.” 


said one member of the 
teaching staff. 

Another complaint aired 
Tuesday was that foe rights of 
professors were “often 
violated” with the “victims” 
having “no legal recourse," 
particularly that there was no 
representative body for foe. 
university staff. 

“According to foe university 
law we are allowed to go on 
special assignments to other 
universities for three years,” 
said a professor. “Our pre- 
vious administration reduced it 
to one year without a plebiscite 
and without foe approval of 
the people involved,” one pro- 
fessor said adding that he was 
approached by several univer- 
sities in foe Gulf offering two- 
year contracts. "Last year we 
lost 25 professors to Gulf uni- 


versities because our adminis- 
tration would not give them 
leave of absence. I don't want 
to resign but they certainly 
aren’t making it easy for us,” 
he said. 

“All professors and lecturers 
agree we Deed a union in order 
to protect our personal and 
professional rights. It has al- 
ways been a must bui in the 
age of democracy in Jordan it 
has become our right to have a 
say in our future," concluded 
one professor, who was in- 
volved in foe attempted estab- 
lishment of a teachers union on 
campus in the 1970s. 

Organisers expect more pro- 
fessors to attend foe next sche- 
duled meeting Monday at 6:00 
p.m. in which more ground 
rules and election procedures 
are expected to be discussed. 


Ministry denies charging 
high prices for oil products 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Tuesday denied assertions that 
prices of ofl products in Jordan 
are higher than those in tbe other 
countries which, like Jordan, pos- 
sess no alternative sources of 
eneigy. 

The ministry’s secretary-gener- 
al, Ibrahim Badran, said in an 
article published in Al Ra'i arabic 
daily, m response to a column in 
the paper written by Fakhri 
Kawar that, the columnist’s daim 
that prices of oil products in 
Jordan, which geographically is 
dose to foe oil resources in the 
Arab World, were double those 
in Europe and foe United States 
was totally baseless. He main- 
tained tiiat oil prices were foe 
same everywhere, especially in 
countries under conditions simi- 
lar to those in Jordan. 

Badran also referred to the 
columnist's daim that tbe Jorda- 
nian government had been re- 
ceiving JD 15 million annually 
from the' Tapline Company as 
transit fees for crude oil passing 


through Jordanian territory to 
Lebanon via Syria. He said that 
the claim was unfounded since no 
more oil passes along the pipe- 
line, which became defunct in 
1984. Now foe line serves only 
Jordan because no more erode ou 
is pumped through it to reach foe 
Mediterranean Sea, Badran stres- 
sed. “The Jordanian government 
receives no revenues from the 
Tapline company and has to 
purchase crude ofl from any 
country at international prices,” 
he saio. 

Badran noted, however, that 
before ofl pumping along tbe 
pipeline to Lebanon came to a 
hah in 1984, the govenunent had 
received $6.5 million in transit 
charges but had to pay for the 
pipeline’s operational services. 
He said that the government re- 
ceived $511 millio n from Tapline 
in tbe second quarter of 1989. 

Referring to the columnist 
assertion that the govenunent 
was charging high prices for re- 
fined oil products in Jordan, Bad- 
ran said the situation in the King- 


dom was no different from any 
other country. 

He said prices of oil products in 
Jordan were normal. But, be 
said, “If the price of petrol is 
relatively high, one has to take 
into account that the price of 
kerosene, a product used mostly 
by the limi ted — income groups, 
is low and even less than the cost 
price." 

“Indeed, foe govenunent has 
been following a policy by which 
it considers feel prices as one 
integrated package’, allowing for 
the limited income groups to have 
certain products at subsidised 
prices,” Badran added. But, he 
stressed, the government does 
not make any financial gain from 
such policy. 

When crude oil prices rose in 
the early 1980’s, oil prices in 
Jordan remained the same since 
the government bad paid JD 250 
nrimon in the lint half of the 
1980s in subsidies, he said. 
“When oil prices began to recede 
after 1986, foe government began 
to gradually reduce its subsidy on 
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Ibrahim Badran 

oil products and the saved 
amount was used to make up for 
the deficit accumulated over the 
previous years,” be said. “In 
1989, prices of ofl products and 
fuel brought no surplus and final 
accounts showed a deficit." 

Badran said the government 
had always been braced to absorb 
shocks caused by sudden price 
hikes with a view to retaining 
economic stability in the country. 
He said that any journalist 
wishing to obtain further in- 
formation about these facts was 
welcome to call at the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources. 


Islamists urge revival of 
front, use of ‘oil weapon* 

By Odeh Oddi He raid. “All those who trv to act of God and Is foe nnlv hr 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prominent members 
of the Islamic movement in Jor- 
dan have called for the revival of 
the Eastern Front grouping of 
Arab countries confronting Israel 
and the use of the Arab ofl wealth 
as a tool in the ongoing battle 
against world Zionism and 
Israel's allies. 

Addressing a seminar held in 
Amman Monday to express soli- 
darity with the Palestinian opris- 
ing, several activists said Islam 
was tbe only effective weapon 
a g^nwt Zionism. 

The nfflpnmr was part of a 
week-long programme of cultural 
activities entitled “The Interna- 
tional Jerusalem Week,” during 
which a series of activities were 
held at tbe Palace of Culture and 
other areas of Amman to rally 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

One of the prominent speakers 
was Dr. Kamel Al Sharif, a for- 
mer minister of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs, who said that “the 
only reply to the Zionism's prac- 
tices is through Islam and the 
Islamic movement.” 

“We should realise this fact 
and we should adopt this strategy 
as the axis of all future moves,” 
Sharif said. 


He said, “All those who try to 
obstruct the Islamic movement 
will be considered as serving 
Israel’s objectives.” He stressed 
that “there can be no solution 
except through the revival of the 
Islamic movement.” 

“Any talk or action outride the 
context of the Islamic movement 
is futile and fruitless," Sharif 
added. 

He pointed out that the major 
powers of the world were realign- 
ing their positions in a manner 
that could serve their own in- 
terests without any consideration 
for the small nations. “The Soviet 
Union can do nothing about the 
emigration of Jews became Mos- 
cow is now most interested in 
acquiring modem technology at 
any cost," he said. 

Another speaker. Upper House 
of Paxfiament member Ishaq Al 
Farhan, stressed that Jewish im- 
migration in Palestine was tanta- 
mount to a “third disaster” for 
the Palestinian people and the 
Arab World at large. “Palestine 
will remain an Arab and Islamic 
country despite tbe conspiracies 
erf tiie world powers since 1948,” ' 
Farhan said. He warned that no 
solutions can come from the Un- 
ited States, “which is giving de- 
ceptive promises to the Arabs.” 

The Palestinian u prising “is an 


act of God and is foe only hope 
for the Palestinians to end Israel's 
occupation and atrocities,’’ 
Farhan declared. “Israel is the 
vanguard of foe United States, 
serving American interests and 
therefore U.S. fleets in Arab 
waters are directed against Arab 
interests and not for Arab protec- 
tion,” he added. 

Farhan called on the Arabs to 
revive the Eastern Front and to 
involve Arab wealth in foe battle. 

Dr. Mohammad Saqer, former 
president of Gaza Unirosity, de- 
scribed tbe Palestinian u prising as 
“a blessing from God, serving as 
an introduction to a comprehen- 
sive change in the Islamic 
World.” 

“This region can accommodate 
only one culture, that of tbe 
Islamic World or the invaders,” 
Saqer said. The uprising has 
shaken the Jewish state, underlin- 
ing foe fact that Israel can never 
stay on the land of Palestine,” he 
said. 

Saqer called foT intensifying 
the uprising to include Palestinian 
lands occupied since 1948 and 
said that “99 per cent of the cards 
in this straggle are in the hands of 
the Arabs.” 

Several parliament members 
and a large audience were presort 
at foe seminar. 


Ikhwan suggests inclusions in charter 


(Continued from page 1) 

to consult with all Jordanian 
trends “from the extreme right to 
the extreme left” over the draft- 
ing of the charter. 

The 18-point Ikhwan pam- 
phlet, also called in its first point 
for tin; applkstkm of Islam as the 
source for political life in Jordan. ' 

"Islam is the faith and the 
civilisation of the nation... it is 
.the source of its laws and direc- 
tive of its polities in all aspects of 
life...,” it said. 

The Ikhwan statement called 
for protecting human rights, in- 


that of women tor their 
great role in sharing with man 
the responsibility for developing 
the sotiety.” 

The statement contained an 
implicit warning against any 
attem p t to ignore Islam. “The 
nation has reached a high level of 
awareness towards the role of tins , 
httw (Mam) of its life that we 
view with disdain and disgust, 
anyone who underestimates this 
fundamental We classify such 
people as outride tbe circle of the 
nation and we reject their belong- 
ing to it," the statement warned. 


'the warning seemed to be 
mostly directed against Commun- 
ists, leftists and other secular 
trends in the country. In a recent 
debate in the Lower House, 
several Ikhwan deputies pro- 
tested the abrogation of a 1953 
law banning Communist activities 
in the country. 

The warning contained in the 
pamphlet appeared to conflict 
with two other punts advocating 
the freedom of expression, 
thought and tbe ri g ht of “all 
citizens to exercise political acti- 
vities." 

But .Ikhwan official Ziad Abu 
Ghanafemah said that he did not 
see a contradiction. Asked by the 
Jordan Times if tbe movement 
was actually rejecting the lega- 
lisation of tbe left and if that 
contradicted with its call for free- 
dom of thought, Abo Gha- 
naiemah said: “In our opinion the 
freedom of expression, thought' 
and organisation shonld he 
guaranteed provided that tbe 
(concerned) individuals and 
groups respect the faith of the 
nation," 

“After all, tbe Jordanian Con- 


stitution states dearly that Islam 
is the faith of thic nation and this 
should be respected and adhered 
to,” he said. 

Asked if that implied the exclu- 
sion of Communists and Marx- 
ists, he said: “They can be in- 
cluded in the political life if they 
renounce their atheism." 

Another prominent Muslim 
fun dame n talist figure, Dr. Ishaq 
Al Farhan, called pubfidy Mon- 
day on tire Communists to re- 
nounce atheism. 

Abu Ghamtiemah argued that 
Communists could chang e their 
name and indicate respect to 
Islam if they wanted to be 
accepted. 

The Ikhwan pamphlet and re- 
cent statements by the move- 
ment’s members in Parliament 
contradicted earlier statements 
by the speaker of the Mamie bloc 
in Parliament indicating tolerance 
of all trends. In an interview with 
the Jordan Times, Dr. Abdul 
Latif Arabiyst said in January 
that the movement supported 
freedom erf potitical organisation 
for all trends. 


Trainer 
jet crashes 

AMMAN (R) — A Jordanian 
Air Force trainer jet crashed in 
frills north of Amman last 
week, kilting its Bahraini pilot, 
a government source said 
Tuesday. 

He said a Spanish-made 
CASA C-101 Aviojet crashed 
Wednesday between Jerash 
and Ajloun, apparently be- 
cause the Bahraini trainee pilot 
feinted during a climbing turn. 

His instructor and another 
trainee pilot were performing 
tbe same manoeuvre in forma- 
tion in another C-101 at the 
time. 

Tbe Air Force investigated 
the accident but did not sus- 
pend the training programme 
on the planes, delivered in 
1987, because there was no 
evidence of mechanical failure, 
the source added. 

No immediate comment 
could be obtained from tbe Air 
Force, military information 
office or the Bahraini embassy. 


King 


(Continued from page I) 

The King later met with the 
Arab ambassadors accredited to 
France and briefed them on Jor- 
dan's position on different Arab 
issues and the latest develop- 
ments in the Arab region. 

The King said the Arab World, 
through the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, the ACC and the Arab 
Maghreb Union, had launched a 
new phase of action in the path of 
pan- Arab integration. 

The King said events in East- 
ern Europe made it incumbent 
upon foe Arab States to main tain 
a constant dialogue with Eastern 
European states and the Soviet 
Union. 

Hie King, wrapping up a two- 
day visit to Paris, has scheduled 
talks Wednesday with British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 


Bush 

(Continued from page 1) 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler earlier 
Monday criticised Israel’s deci- 
sion to impose military cen- 
sorship on news items about 
Soviet immig ration. 

Tutwiler said Washington in- 
cluded Arab Jerusalem in its de- 
finition of occupied territories. 

“You know what our definition 
of territories is. It’s the same (me 
we’ve had for 23 years, and it 
refers to all territories occupied in 
1967,” she said. 


Sub-committee to stud^ 
W. Bank, Gaza situation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment met and discussed a number 
of issues referred to it and de- 
cided to set up a sub-committee 
to be eutrustred with drawing up 
a working paper on tbe nature of 
the problems encountered by foe 
people in occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The committee, meeting under 
the chairmanship of its rappor- 
teur Abdul Rahim Al Akour, 
also discussed the legal and 
h umanitar ian implications of the 
Jordanian government’s 1988 de- 
cision to sever legal and adminis- 
trative relations with foe West 
Bank. 

Student quota raised 

The Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion has decided to increase the 
number of Palestinian students 
admitted to Jordanian commun- 
ity colleges from three per cent to 
five per cent. 

Tire Higher Education Council 
has decided to allocate three per 


cent of all seats in Jordanian 
universities to Palestinian stu- 
dents from foe occupied terri- 
tories. 

The decision takes effect as of 
this year, according to sources. 

Agricultural panel meets 

The House's agricultural com- 
mittee also met Tuesday and dis- 
cussed agricultural loans and 
problems facing tobacco fanners, 
in addition to a ban on foe use of 
water from artesian wells. The 
committee's chairman, Sultan Al 
Adwan, said that talks focused on 
the need for writing-off or reduc- 
ing interest on loans granted to 
small farmers. 

On Saturday, the House will 
meet to discuss decisions adopted 
by its committees. Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and cabinet minis- 
ters will also submit replies to 
deputies’ queries. Tbe House will 
also debate some of the proposals 
made by deputies to discuss foe 
educational policy and supply and 
prices policy. 


Probe reveals violations 
by Zarqa Municipality 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A, special 
investigating committee has 
found that complaints raised by 
Zarqa residents to the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment over “excesses 
and violations of regulations’’ by 
Zarqa municipality were justi- 
fied,” foe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Tuesday. 

The committee, which was set 
up by Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Abdul Karim Al 
Dughnri, said tbe Zarqa munid- 
pal'ty had breached foe law when 
issuing licences for buildings and 
licences for tradesmen. The re- 
port said that there was unwar- 
ranted use of munidpaj vehicles 
and inappropriate staff appoint- 
ments. 


“The municipality has been in 
foe practice of issuing licences for 
buildings in an unorthodox man- 
ner and in violation of all rules, 
and allowing some citizens to set 
up homes on plots of land partly 
owned by foe state," tbe report 
said. 

It said that foe munidpalitv has 
failed to fine tbe law violators and 
also failed to demolish parts of 
buildings built without proper li- 
cences or authorisation. 

The report said that foe Zarqa 
municipality also violated the law 
by appointing 120 employees 
since last December, despite ex- 
plicit instructions that no appoint- 
ments should be made and that 
numerous violations were com- 
mitted concerning foe use of 
municipal vehicles. 


Indian team briefed 
on APC production 


KARAK (J.T.) — Rabi Ray, 
speaker of India's Lower House 
of Parliament, Tuesday visited 
the Arab Potash Company 
(APC), which exports nearly one 
quarter of its products to India 
making it the main importer of 
Jordanian potash. 

At a meeting with APC Direc- 
tor Ali Ensour, Ray was told that 
foe plant’s current annual pro- 
duction capadty stands at 1.44 
milli on tonnes but an expansion 
plan is expected to increase pro- 
duction to 1.8 million tonnes by 
foe year 1993. 

India, Ensour said, imports 
nearly half a million tonnes of 
Jordanian potash annuall y — 25 


per cear of foe total APC produc- 
tion. 

Ray, who, accompanied by a 
parliamentary delegation, toured 
parts of foe plant located at the 
southern tip of the Dead Sea, said 
that his country was linked with 
Jordan by friendship and trade 
ties. He said that foe two coun- 
tries were involved in joint pro- 
jects in which Jordan provides the 
raw materials while India pro- 
vides expertise. 

Ensour explained the A PC’s 
production programmes and said 
that Jordan ranked as the world's 
eighth biggest producer of 
potash, most of which was ex- 
ported. 


Seminar studies ways 
to conserve energy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar 
opened in Amman Tuesday to 
study means of reducing cost of 
industrial production through 
rationalising energy consumption 
and boosting national industries. 

Tbe seminar, which was orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources in coop- 
eration with foe United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID), also aims 
to improve methods of energy 
consumption by Jordanian indus- 
tries in order to reduce cost and 
improve product quality to com- 
pete in foreign markets, accord- 
ing to a ministry official. 

Tbe official said rationalising 
energy consumption will result in 
a reduction of the amount of 
imported fuel. It will also save 
hard currency. 


According to the official, the 
ministry has begun a series of 
studies on model industries to be 
selected by the 'Chamber of In- 
dustry as case studies. Several 
engineers will be trained on ener- 
gy consumption rationalisation. 

The seminar, which was 

opened by ministry Secretary- 
General Ibrahim Badran, was 
attended by representatives of 
several public and private institu- 
tions and industrial concents in 
Jordan. 

Under the terms of a three- 
year agreement signed by the 
Jordanian government aiid 
USAID, foe latter pledged to 
provide assistance in helping Jor- 
dan’s exports both regionally and 
throughout foe world. 
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Information panel: 
9s it really needed? 


THE DELIBERATIONS of the reconstituted National 
Guidance Committee could go sweet or sour depending on 
what it is trying to do. Normally countries which are 
endowed with democracy and free press do not need soch a 
panel to articulate and formulate die information policy of 
the country. And as Jordan has entered the threshold of 
freedom of thought and democratic rale, one has to be wary 
about where this Jordanian innovation could lead ns. 

With the advent of parliamentary life to the Kingdom, 
there is no valid excuse or good rationale behind superced- 
ing Parliament in defining any Jordanian policy, be it 
domestic or external. That is the essence of parliamentary 
democracy which has the exclusive mandate to formulate 
Jordanian policies on varied subjects and issues. It would be 
relatively easy therefore to question the legality of the 
recommendations or decisions of the National Guidance 
Committee, if they are not adopted in due coarse by 
Parliament. The illustrious members of that committee are 
not elected members and have no mandate from the people 
of Jordan to adopt even qnasi-Iegal rules on their behalf. 

The second concern centres on the fact that there is 
already a body of laws in the country that governs the 
guidelines for the information policy of the Kingdom. Some 
of these legal guidelines can be found in the Constitution of 
the Land which cannot be preempted or amended or 
changed even by the elected .Paribunent except through due 
process of the law. Other legal provisions can be found in 
the laws of the country outside the realm of the Constitution 
which also require the seal of approval of Parliament should 
there be need to amend them or repeal them or whatever. 

For all these considerations, there is a need to be 
concerned at this &age with any attempt to define the 
information policy of the country from ouhade our legal and 
constitutional frameworks. Otherwise there will always be 
fear that freedom of press and thought could end up being 
suffocated and nullified through the back door. 

If, one the other hand, the intention is to have the 
Parliament scrutinise whatever emerges from the delibera- 
tions of the National Guidance Committee, then there might 
be some benefit to be reaped from airing the views and 
expert opinion of the members of the committee. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


King Hussein's current visit to France is of great significance, 
coming at this critical moment as the Europeans are making ready 
for their unity in 1992 and in view of the influx of Soviet Jews into 
Palestine, said Al Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. The question of 
Jewish settlement in the occupied Arab lands and the prospects of 
peace in the Middle East are bound to come up in the talks 
between the King and President Mitterrand, said the paper Jt is 
quite obvious that the Europeans in general and France in 
particular have been supporting the idea of an international 
conference to reach a settlement to the Arab- Israeli conflict and it 
is therefore quite reasonable to believe that the Europeans could 
be persuaded to take some kind of action in this matter in view of 
the dangerous situation in the region on the one hand and as 
Europe maintains very strong ties with the Arab World on the 
other, the paper continued. It said that the King's current tour in 
view of the present situation in the Middle East and his talks with 
European leaders on matters of mutual interest are considered as 
one further link in his ongoing endeavours to fend off danger and 
enlist the world leaders' support for the Arab moves to attain a 
lasting and just peace in the region. 


Columnist Tareq Masarweh calls in his article in Al Ra'i daily 
Tuesday for meaningful support for the Eritrean liberation 
movement because he says it is bound to help abort Israel’s 
expansionist moves in the African continent. The writer says that 
Egypt has realised the danger of the Ethiopian regime and is now 
leading the way in supporting the rebels in their move to topple 
the regime in Addis Ababa and thwart its attempts to open the 
way for Israel to delve deep into the continent and carry Out its 
plans there. The writer says that Arab states ought to end the 
relationship between the Ethiopian regime and the rebels in 
South Sudan who are now trying to separate the south from the 
northern parts of the country and disintegrate the Sudan. It is 
clear that the regime in Addis Ababa is hostile in words and deeds 
to the Arab World and trying to break up Sudan and allowing 
Israel to have a free hand in Africa, Masarweh maintains. He says 
therefore everything possible should be done to back the rebellion 
of the Eritrean people against tyranny and against injustice, and 
with a view to defending Arab interests in the face of the 
Ethiopian-Israeli alliance against Sudan and the African nations. 


Al Dnstour daily also commented on King Hussein’s visit to 
Europe and said that the visit was part of his continued efforts to 
serve the Arab Nation and its just causes. The paper said that the 
visit assumes importance at this particular time as we witness 
continued influx of Jews in Palestine and as we feel Arab 
interests are being exposed to danger. Jordan, said the paper, 
realises more than other parties in the region the importance of 
the European role in general and France’s efforts in particular to 
bring about peace in the Middle East. It is with this realisation of 
these fact thats the King is now spearheading fresh efforts to bring 
about justice and stability to the area and to fend off the danger 
of Israel and its plans to settle thousands of Jews on occupied 
Arab land, the paper noted. It said that Jordan is doing all il can 
and with renewed determination and resolve to bring about peace 
through Europe’s assistance and support from the international 
community. • 



ECONOMIC FORUM 


By Dr. Abadalla Maflri 


Unemployment: Historic and strategic solutions 


UNEMPLOYMENT is one of the grave sodo-economk evils, 
probably the gravest of them. This is why alleviating this problem 
has been one of the three cardinal objectives of economic policies 
in developed countries and (hopefully) in developing countries 
alike . The other two are boosting economic growth and curbing 
inflation. . . .... 


Hard options. Unfortunately, employment and price stability 
are mutnaUy-esdusive objectives. Normally, either you have nigh 
levels of employment maned with inflation or price stability 
mingled with unemployment. However, the eighties brought 
about the odd phenomenon of stagflation, that is a situation 
where inflation co-existed with recession and, through it, with 
unemployment. We in Jordan have been admirably successful in 
forging a oddity because we chose to devalue the 

Jor danian dinar in a state of both nationwide unemployment and 
economic recession. While stagflation in advanced countries had 
been triggered by the jump in prices due to the so-called ofl shock, 
our stagflation was caused by the devaluation shock. As we do not 
have a production base, actual or potential, which is formidable 
enough to make major breakthroughs in exports and imports 
substitution, the satisfactory tackling of unemployment and 


inflation problems will have to wait for a longtime, long indeed if 
miracles, economic or otherwise, are ruled out. 

Disg ui sed aud-RBdavaqdayiueuL There are various well-known 
kinds of unemployment which need not detain us here. Disguised 
unemployment, fox example, refers to a situation where we cm 
draw (me or more members off a workforce without affecting the 
volume of output Tins, we believe, is common to our public 
sector establishments. Another characteristic feature is underem- 
ployment, that is where a doctor, for example, is to take die job of 
a driver. 

Structural mranptoymesiL The above example wfll ivpify structu- 
ral unemployment if the doctor does not take that job. In classical 
terms, structural unemployment prevails when we have vacant 
jobs and jobless workers but the latter do not fill the former on 
account of whatever reasons (uronafdring skills, geographic 
location). This applies also where workers become redundant due 
to technological developments and changes. 

Bu&t-Ja solution. To our mind, structural unemployment, thus 
defined, is not the crux of the matter. Now we have it in Jordan. 
But remember the boom years when we had the same “structure” 
without “unemployment”. That was the rime when the economy 


solved the str u ct ur al unemployment problem without pwpfc 
befog even aware of its existence. The message here mi« hi 
self-evident. What matters is the level of ecorwmic xxmty . If it ts 
high, this activity is capable in itself of matching skills with jobs 

without policy intervention. , . . 

Structural Anotoerdimarioa. The basic unemployment problem 
in Jordan is that the economy is “structured” m such a way as to 
produce labourers more than jobs. This dimension es more 
structural rf™ die textbook formulation and is, therefore, more 
instrumental in Jordan's unemployment manual. 

As with commo dities,, unemployment means surplus labour 
that has to be exported and/or substituted for expatriate labour. 
Id a nutshell, tty**- are the makings of the unemptoyment 
problem and its alleviation. Historically speaking, the solution 
was the exportation of labour. Now this has to be coupled with 
import-substitution irrespective of any calculations. How ever, it is 
oonr conviction that the strategic solution to Jordan's unemploy- 
ment and many other economic problems is the modernisation of 
die agricultural sector which is the employer of the majority of 
expatriate workers that have to be replaced by indigenous 
labourers as a major step towards that goal. 


Could Europe’s peace mean cheaper weapons? 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter - 


BRUSSELS — For sale or hire: 
tanks, artillery, small arms, 
ammuni tion, soldiers, other toob 
of war, all in good condition, 
going cheap. 

Reason for sale: peace in 
Europe, after 40 years of plan- 
ning for a war that never came. 

Arms experts are concerned 
that huge reductions in East-West 
conventional forces, currently 
being negotiated in Vienna, and 
other cuts in defence outlays 
could have unwelcome consequ- 
ences for many of the world's 
regional conflicts. 

They worry that equipment 
could be sold cheaply to develop- 
ing countries, on the black mar- 
ket or legally, or that disaffected 
professional soldiers may take the 
same route — making warfare in 
already unstable areas a deadlier 
proposition. 

“Right now, everyone's wait- 
ing to see what will happen. 
There’s a lot of people in the 
arms trade «p«*ing prices to 
drop quite sharply, with a lot of 
new staff around,” said lan 
McGregor, a British aims dealer 


based in Wales who specialises in 
Warsaw Pact equipment. 

Such developments would pot 
extra pressure on the world’s 
defence industries, already strug- 
gling with the prospect of fewer 
lucrative orders in the future. A 
flood of second-hand equipment 
may make some countries think 
again about buying new. 

McGregor said prices had 
already dropped in the last year 
or two and that more modern 
equipment was available now. 

“The Soviets wfll seO me stuff 
from the factory floor now. A few 
years ago, they wouldn’t have 
been very happy to let me see 
anything newer than 20 years 
old,” he told Reuters. 

“If you want a brand new T-72 
(Soviet main battle tank), I can 
have it delivered in Britain within 
three weeks and it will cost yon 
$1.2 million, with fall backup 
service." 

NATO and the Warsaw Pact 
have agreed to destroy thousands 
of tanks, armoured vehicles, big 
guns and aircraft under the terms 
of the treaty on conv entional 
forces in Europe (CFE). 

But NATO diplomats say the 
exact definition of destruction has 


LETTERS 


Labour not political gains 


To the Editor: 

I AGREE with those deputies who, in a closed parliamentary 
session last week assailed the finance committee for stalling in 
their investigation of the causes of Jordan’s economic crisis, 
especially at a time like this when the country and our people are 
trying to stand on their feet again. It is obvious that the country 
cannot move forward without knowing the causes of the situation 
it is faring. 

But it is not fair for some deputies to accuse a number of their 
colleagues of provoking strikes and sit-ins to “achieve political 
gains outside the perimeters of parliament,” (Jordan Times, Feb, 
20, 90). As a dose observer of those who have protested, such as 
the Petra Bank employees and the White Cement Factory 
workers, it was dear that their respective unions were the ones 
who adopted their cases, and together derided whether to protest, 
sit-in, or whatever you want to call it. 

The case of the White Cement labourers who were laid off was 
brought up by some parliament members as an issue to be 
considered, and it was well-taken by the minister of labour when 
he derided to meet with the workers and the employers the 
following day. The labourers did not stage any form of strike, for 
they wanted to return to work, which they eventually did; and it 
was a union committee that negotiated with the management to 
improve their conditions. If their issue were not brought up in 
parliament, these labourers would probably still be unemployed. 

As for the sit-in staged by the Petra Bank employees, that was a 
decision taken by the employees and their association. The mere 
fact that some deputies showed up to express solidarity with the 
employees’ cause does not necessarily mean that they instigated 
the act. 

Malm Al Hfla 
Amman. 


The meek shall inherit the earth 


To the Editor: 


THIS beatitude with its spiritual background has been modified 
by the late J. Paul Getty with bis pragmatic outlook to read “The 
Meek may inherit the earth but not the subsoil rights.” 

Nothing is more truthful nowadays than this modification, and 
it is dearly apparent in the case of Arab oil. Hie Arabs have 
inherited and do own the land. They don’t own the subsoil rights. 

Although this is bad enough for the Arabs, yet it is not the 
worst. We have been able to live with h albeit ma rginall y, and 
accepting the little. 

What should not be tolerated is die gradual loss of subsoil right 
that have started sometime ago and is now acceterating with such 
a speed that, unless immediately checked and reversed, wfll result 
in a total loss that could uproot us as a nation. This subsod right is 
our indisputale right to our own water resources. 

This loss started when we were deprived of our water in Lake 
Galilee, the snaller rivers of Palestine, and the larger part of our 
Jordan River and its subsidiaries. Then when we were deprived, 
during the last twenty years, of our ground waters by limiting our 
consumption from our artesian wells, by drilling much draper 
wells in the same vkanity and by pbyocaUythanffng the direction 
of flow of the natural catchment area from our eastern valleys to 
the western side. Then when we were deprived of our rivers upper 
basin in South Lebanon. 

Now, our enemy is still complaining from lack of enough water. 
Israel’s per capita consumption is more than ten times oun. On 
top of that the Israelis are planning to bring one more million 
emmigrants from the Soviet Union. 

From where will the Israelis cover the new consumption 
required for this new influx? 

A small arithmetical operation will show that this wfll be 
covered by depriving another ten million Arabs of hundred per 
cent of their praent requirements. Or by depriving twenty mflhofl 
Arabs of fifty per cent of their present requirements and so on till 
we are all deprived of the drinking water that we need for our 
survival. 


M. Abo Sand 


not yet been finally agreed and 
that there could be major 
loopboles to be exploited by gov- 
ernments or arms dealers. 

“This whole issue is becoming 
a problem,” Wolfgang Heisen- 
berg, an arms control expert at 
the Brussels-based Centre for 
European Policy St&dies, told 
Renters. 

“Take a tank as an example,” 
said one diplomat at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels. 

“If we agree to destroy it as a 
weapons platform, it means we 
have to destroy the tank as such. 
But it doesn’t necessarily exclude 
stripping it first of ammunition, 
communications and gun sighting 
equipment, all stuff that could be 
very usoeful.” 

Even if the treaty agrees that 


tanks, planes and artillery pieces 
are to be completely destroyed, 
some experts say there may st3I 
be the chance for the more un- 
scrupulous arms dealers to get 
their bands on intact equi pment 
before it is destroyed. 

“Neither side is going to be 
able to verify tins treaty 100 per 
cent, there’s just too much equip- 
ment,” said the NATO dintomat. 
“Unfortunately, there wifi always 
be people around who are ready 
to exp loit t hat.” 

The CFE pact, which is likely 
to be signed tins year, also aims 
to cut Soviet and U.S. troops in 
Central Europe to 195, 000 on 
eadb ride: In addition, Moscow 
has already begun unilateral with- 
drawals of troops and equipment, 
most of it in Europe. 


“Even if you discount the 
heavy equipment, there are going 
tpbeakrt of small arms around 
machine -guns, mortars, anti-tank 
weapons,'* said a NATO official 
closely involved in »nm control 
negotiations. 


“The price of weapons and 
ariljtaiy services could drop as a 
result and a lot of soldiers may 
seek adventure elsewhere — 
Aria, Africa, the Middle East,” 
the official said. 


may be tempted.” 

The world arms trade is esti- 
mated to be worth around $35 
billion a year. “Nobody knows 
how much of that is illegal trade, 
but there are guesses at between 
five and 10 per cent erf the total,” 
Anthony said. 


“There are a lot of soldiers who 
have a specialised t raining and 
have probably never done any- 
thing else,” said lan Anthony, an 
arms trade expert with the Stock- 
holm International Peace Re- 
search Institute (SIPRI)- “They 


Ronald Lehman, head of th“ 
U.S. arms control and disarms^ 
ment agency, has said he is wor- 
ried about surplus Soviet and 
Warsaw Pact equipment leaking 
on to the market particular- 

ly because Eastern European 
countries need the cash to help 
repair their shattered economies. 


Some arms control experts think 
l^iman is taking an unnecessari- 
ly partisan view. 


New Yugoslav constitution aims to reform politics, economy 


■ By MDena Zukovk 

YUGOSLAVIA'S federal units 
are studying an enlarged proposal 
by Prime Minister Ante Mako- 
vic’s government for constitution- 
al changes. In addition to this 
document, the Federal Assembly 
has received two republican prop- 
osals, from Boszua-Herzegpvina 
and Slovenia, and a complete 
draft constitution from the state 
presidency. 


state interference while on the 
other it demands new essential 
prerogatives to protect the mar- 
ket and e n s ure economic sta- 
bility. 

The proposal seeks to abofish 
the protection of social pro p erty 
and all accompanying ideological 


restraints, give all fo ™« of prop- 
erty an equal status and lift the 


Because of its imp o r t an ce for 
economic reform, the govern- 
ment’s proposal wfll be treated as 
an urgent priority and a dedrion 
on it is dne by the end of Mfercfa. 

The pro pos a l is ' based on sug- 
gestions made by the republics 
and provinces about an earlier, 
December version. Deputy Prime 
Minister Zivko Pregl has con- 
firmed that the government is 
proposing “nothing that has not 
been proposed already by die 
republics and the provinces.” 

The government’s premise is 
that sodo-cconomic relations 
cannot be changed without first 
changing the pohtical system. On 
the one end, the government wfll 
change the role of the state by 
freeing the economy of undue 


erty an equal status and lift the 
limits on the ownership of nn- 
movables inchuhr^ the land max- 
imum. The government regards 
as specially significant the intro- 
duction of a multi-party system in 
the c o n st i tution and the abolition 
of the provision on the vagoard 
role of the party. It also proposes 
abolishing the obligation of orga- 
nisation on the basis of self- 
management and interest and 
considerably narrowing the pre- 
sent concept of self -man agement 
because of its incompatibility 
with market economics. 

The efficient functioning of the 
angle Yugoslav market, me gov- 
ernment says, calls for a ratified 
tax system and a common basis of 
the tax policy. In all probability, 
this is going to prove the most 
difficult task of the ec on o mi c 
refo rm and a major test for the 
government. Soronia, the most 


developed republic, has already 
rejected tins possibility and does 
not appear likely to change its 
mind. This could prove a main 
stumbling block because no 
change in the constitution is 
posable* without the consent of 
each federal unit (six republics 
and two autonomous provinces). 


The government also proposes 
important changes in the Assem- 
bly system. Jt wants the Federal 
Assembly to continue determin- 
ing 'development and economic 
policy but would keep for itself 
the right to pass measures for its 
implementation, a change which 
would gjve the government more 
rights but also greater responsi- 
bility. Under the present con- 
stitution, the government prop- 
oses measures but the Assembly 
has the last word. The adoption 
of measures is thus not only 
slowed down but often paralysed 


council of governors made up an 
the parity princi ple. 

To ensure the effideia func- 
tioning of the system’s institu- 
tions and the direct participation 
of citizens in the life of the 
country, the government de- 
mands constitutional guarantees 
for free, direct elections, equal 
status for citizens regardless of 
their political and religious beliefs 
and an independent justiciary. 


'"The prime minister and las 
team have often been criticised 
for seeking more power: they 
accept tins criticism but argue 
that indeed they need wider pow- 
ers to strengthen con s t i t u tio na l- 
ity, the rule of law and leg^ 
security throughout Yugoslavia. 
On the other hand, their proposal 
and economic policy as a whole 
are already being widely 
approved in all parts of the coon* 


by die consensus requirement. 
With the same efficiency in mind, 
the government wants a new role 
for the national bank of Yugosla- 
via, demanding that it should be 
linked exclusively to toe Federal 
Assembly and run by one gov- 
ernor instead of toe present 


try; there are also demands (hat 
Markovic be given a full man- 


Markovic be given a full mao- 
date. Knee Markovic took over 
when his prececessor Branko 
Mlkulic submitted a arid-term 
resignation on 31 December 
1988. his real mandate should be 
another four years, ft is argued — 
Tanjug features. 
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your dumb story 
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97 dinars counting down 

By Adnan Saed Aqd 


THE OTHER DAY, I was braraiag a ri pwo* off tte office 
r. “Times are hard now,’’ he waBed, proffering a 
carefaBy extracted cigarette front Us pack. “1 can no longer afford 
to offer cigarettes to asgene,” WeB, that’s understandable from 
the dwhuffiag looks of the pack, I sympathised as he leased over 
to light the ci ga ret te . 

“If it’s orfy cigar et te s I can udmimd, n he pressed home the 
point. “Bat, yon tern anywhere, job pay through your nose.” 
The answer b simple, I reminded hfaa: the (Ann hi the dinar’s 
ndne the doMar. 

“Wefl, I don’t care for what the dollar costs; I hare never held 
out dollar in my hand in my entire life,” he «■ «_ “Bat w® 
someone teB me why we hare to pay today ahnost triple the price of 
last year tor local goods. Take rater tor iastaace. Last year , it was 
around 780 fils per kite; now It’s ahnost two dinars. And don’t teO 
me we impart M from the U.S.” 

Perhaps he should change Us Bring styles to cope with inflation, 
I told him. 

“Don’t teB me,” he got a Mttle worked np. “I haven’t had good 
old Bdprin lamb for the last nmflu They say it’s avaBable for 
one Am and 400 fib, fast I tofl to tod any in the market.” 
Bnt, thereto the loeri meat, I posted out “Who’s talking about 
local meat?” he retorted. “By God, I haven’t bought local meat in 
the hut seven yean. It’s too expensive for me. These days I settle 
for chicken when I have the courage to bay ft Yon think I cos 
possBdy bqy meat for three dfaiars and (00 fib per kBo with ray 97 


“I swear on my son, I wasted to bny a kOo of apples today hot 
changed my mind when they told me k was 600 fib,” he continued. 
“Look at green beans; they rated to cost 160 to 200 IBs a kBo; now 
it’s 600 IBs. Onions width used to cost an average of 1M fib now 
cost 250 IBs and then yon don’t find it when yon want them.” 
I don’t partkadariy Kke patens, I told Mb , bat how was he 
managin g his home and family of nine? “We woald have been 
starving had it not been for my son who brings home about 50 
dfaaars from an acconntant's office,” he replied. “Bel thta wifi stop 
la two months when he joins foie army.” 

“May be I wfil have to qait smoking and walk my way to the 
office and hone,” he was dUragM. “It si getting np at 
least an hoar earlier.” 

“What’s realty kfflhg me,” be said, “fa that I fed so low when 
ray children ask me when I can bny them new clothes. We have 
never been to the marke t in the last six months.” 

“Look at my shoes,” he gestured to hb wora-ont footwear. 
“These are dx years old. I bought the pair for three Ann, and 
now something similar costs eight or nhn> dinars.” 

“They tdnewe haven’t sen anything yet,” be added with a 
forlorn look. “Rices wM conttone to go np hut no salary raises.” 
“There has to be some solution,” he toszsted. “This cannot 
conttone. At least I make 97 dinars, bat there are others who make 
59 or 66 dinar s for a family of 12 or 15. How are they going to 


Wei, they have cable te te v toto n to look forward to, I wanted to 
tefi him after taking a deep pnB bnt found that my cigarette had 
gone oat. 


Mahfouz ’s masterpiece 
is published in English 


By Christopher Dickey 

IN the heart of the world where 
Naguib Mahfonz grew up there is ' 
a neighbourhood of -hidden 
palaces called Gemaliya. To get 
there from Cairo’s bazaar yon 
must pass the Husayn Mosque, 
where the beggars hold out he- 
rons hands. From inside come the 
chanting voices of men in prayer. 
Follow the snaking alleys and 
twisted streets, where flies swarm 
among the crumbling villas, and 
women in black robes look out 
from die skewed siUs of ancient 
windows as you pass. 

There is no Baedeker’s guide 
to this quarter. There are only die 
novels of Mahfouz to show you 
the way. The alleys, the houses, 
the places and mosques and the 
people who live among them are 
evoked as vividly in his work as 
the streets of London were con- 
jured up by Dickens. Mahfonz, 
now 78, won the Nobel Prize in 
literature in 1988 for bis stories 
about this world, the first Arab 
ever to be given the honour. Yer 
his greatest books — “The Cairo 
Trilogy,” which roan three gen- 
erations of one Gemaliya family 
— have never been available in 
English. Now at last the first 
volume. Palace Walk (498 pages. 
Doubleday. $22.95), has come 
out in the United States, in a 
good translation by William M. 
Hgtdrins and Olive £. Kenny. 

“Palace Walk,” first published 
in 1956, is foe best of Mahfouz’s 
work. He drew heavily on auto- 
biography (Kke foe character 
Kamal, he was the youngest sou 
in a large merchant dan). He 
writes about family, and to 
understand foe Egyptian family is 
to understand, more dearly than 
any political treatise can ex p la in , 
the soul of the country, when 
chaos reigns, foe family u a safe 
retreat, riving Egypt an almost 
gyroscopic stability as colonial 
powers and demagogic leaders 
have crane and gone'. 

The family in “Palace Walk” is 
tested by its own internal tensions 
and by the political tnmult of 
Egypt at the end of World War L 
The sexual passions of one Km 
and the political passions of 
another threaten to tear the home 
apart. But the mother holds ev- 
erything together. At first she 
seems a pitiful figure — married 
at 14 and fortrioden forever to 
venture outside her home. She 
“know far more about foe world 
of foe fan than that of mankind 
and rpmiritie d convinced that die 
was not alone in the big bouse.” 
Bat her strength fies in her in- 
timacy with the family’s secrets. 
“She had no regrets about recon- 


based on surrender,” writes 
Mahfouz. Her one effort at 


World conference on Education for All: 

A global initiative to meet basic learning needs 


ON die threshold of a new cen- 
tury, the world faces major eco- 
nomic, environmental, political 
and social problems, but a global 
effort is bemg made to meet these 
challenge s through education for 
afl. 

In an unprecedented part- 
nership, four agencies at the Un- 
ited Nations system — the United 

Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP), the United Nations 
Edncational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), foe United Nati ons Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) and foe 
World Bank — have launched a 
world- wide initiaitive to meet 
basic learning needs. 

The four are foe principal 
sponsors of the World Confer- 
ence on Education for All cur- 
rently bemg held at Jomden, 
Thailand 

The goal is to meet the base 
learning needs of all, that is, to 


in the Arab World. He helped 
invent the modem novel in Ara- 
bic: his books gamed him critical 
succegramong ms pee rs , 'an d the 
movies made from them gained 
him an enormous audience. But 
foe frank realism of his charac- 
ters, especially the women, 

gwwwl him the hatred nf religions 

zealots. 

Mahfouz has a fine eye fra 
hypocrisy. He writes in ‘T&lace 
Walk" of a preacher at Friday 
prayers: “He believes in two 
things. God in heaven and 
adolescent boys on earth.” In 
1959 his allegorical account of 
Mohammad, Jesus and Moses 
wandering the gritty streets of 
modern-day Cairo was banned by 
Egypt’s Islamic scholars. And 
years before Anwar Sadat made 
his leap toward peace with 
Israel, Mahfouz was publicly 
advocating conciliation. Now in a 
new age of Islamic intolerance, 
Mahfouz, Hie Salman Rushdie, 
has been singled out fra death by 
fanatical preachers. 

The Nobel laureate seems un- 
concerned, firing as he has for 
decades in the same flat by the 
Nile. Diabetic, his eyes weak and 
his hearing waning, he follows a 
daily routine that take* him from 
his fa vourite coffee bouse to his 
office — News week 


skills, values and attitudes they 
need to live in dignity, to conr. 
traue learning, to improve their 
own lives and to contribute to the 
development of their communi- 
ties and nations. 

Goals for foe year 2000 

Despite significant expansion 
in primary education in recent 
decades, a growing number of 
children are not in school, foe 
number of illiterate youth and 
adults is increasing, and foe basic 
learning needs of many go unmeL 

If current trends and conven- 
tional approaches to education 
and t raining continue, the state of 
education will certainly worsen, 
thus aggravating rather than solv- 
ing global problems. 

Accor din g to UNESCO, about 
105 milli on children between six 
and 11 yean old were not in' 
school in 1985. Seventy per cent 
of these were in least developed 
nations and 60 per cent were 
girls. If current trends continue, 
the number of out-of-school chil- 
dren will almost double to 200 
million by the year 2000. 

Success or failure in meeting 
foe basic learning needs of all 
people will depend ultimately on 
the actions taken within indi- 
vidual countries. A carefully 
planned, innovative, long term 
'cffratfoy each country is needed. 

While each country will set its 
own goals, the confer en ce will 
suggest targets fra the year 2000. 

In general, these goals will 
cover primary education for all 
children by the end of the cen- 
tury. Because it is the major 
vehicles for basic education of 
children, quality primary school- 
ing will be central to the new 
effort. 

The second goal is to reduce 
dramatically the adult illiteracy 
rate. Currently, nearly one in 
four adults, or more than 900 
million men and women, are 
illiterate. Nearly 98 per cent of 
these five in developing coun- 
tries. The Conference aims to 
reduce adult illiteracy to 15 per 
cent by foe year 2000. 

Asia win remain the heart of 
the problem with nearly 660 mil- 
lion illiterates; Africa will have 
about 165 milli on; and Latin 
America ami the Caribbean re- 
gion 42 million. North America 
and European win have only ab- 
out 17 million, although these 
people are particularly disadvan- 
taged in their societies. 

According to UNESCO, more 
than one half of today’s illiterate 


people live in India and China, 
winch have 623 million and 229 
million respectively. 

Closing the gender gap 

One immediate question is that 
of priorities: Who will benefit 
first from the renewed global 
effort? Strong arguments exist for 

giving girls and women top 
priority. 

“Literacy of women is the most 
important angle factor in the 
reduction of mortality of chil- 
dren,” says James P. Gran t, Ex- 
ecutrve Director of UNICEF. 
“The children of more educated 
mothers have a greater chance of 
survival and of healthy growth 
than those of the less educated or 
fllieterate.’’ 

Literacy generally increases the 
capability and efficacy of women 
as individuals, enhances interna- 
tional educational benefits, and 
lowers fertility and maternal mor- 
tality rates.' 

The Conference aims to re- 
move the disparity between male 
and female literacy by the year 
2000. In some countries this will 
be especially challenging. In In- 
dia, tor example, 57 per cent of 
adult males are literate against 29 
per cent of women. 



“Lack of education and train- 
ing has deprived many countries 
of their most precious resource, 
an educated population,” says 
Wadi D. . Haddad, executive 
secretary of foe Inter-Agency 
Commission of the Conference. 
This, Haddad points out, has In 
turn stunted soaal and economic 
growth. 

The 1948 Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights affirmed 
the right of everyone to educa- 
tion, bnt education — the 
empowerment of individuals 
through learning— is much more 
than a right. It is a powerful 
factor in meeting the challenges 
the world faces towards the turn 
of the century. 

People learn to read and write 
for personal, economic, political 
and social reasons. In a village 
literacy centre in Haiti, a grand- 
mother smiles wistfully and says: 
“My chddrezi five far away, and 
I want to learn to write so that I 
can tefi them my secrets.” A 
young woman, her face glowing 
with pride, remarks: “I want to 
get a good job someday.” A thin, 
wiry man says firmly: “I come 
here because of what happened in 
the Duvafier regime. If I learn to 
read and write, that kind of gov- 
ernment will not be able to re- 
turn.” 

But if present trends continue, 
people will continue to lack learn- 
ing opportunities. William Drap- 
er, the ad min i s trator of UNDP, 
says that education “is being 
short-changed... as low-income 
countries struggle with thdr debt- 
ridden economies.” He points 
out that, between 1972 and 1985. 
central government investment in 
education dropped from 13.2 per 
cent to 7.6 per emit of the total 
budgets of all low-income coun- 
tries except India and China. 

The financial crisis in many 
developing cram tries is but one 
pressure on education. Major 
economic, social and cultural 
forces are all putting strain cm 
efforts to meet baric learning 
needs — widespread economic 
stagnation and decline; growing 


disparities within and among 
countries; increasing marginalisa- 
tion of populations; severe de- 
terioration of the environment 
and rapid population growth. 

Yet baric education can be a 
powerful factor in shaping these 
very forces and in dealing with 
their effects. It helps meet other 
baric human needs, increases 
productivity, enhances social and 
cultural awareness, and promotes 
international understanding. 

to- Basic learning can help con- 
tain and even reverse the current 
th r ea t of economic stagnation or 


country are linked to behaviour 
that could be changed by educa- 
tion. 

► The only known “cure” for 
AIDS at present is prevention. 
People need to learn what the 
human immunodeficiency virus 
is, how it is transmitted, and to 
alter their behaviour to avoid 
contracting the disease. 

► Environmentalists warn that 
foe very survival of our planet is 
rapidly becoming an issue of pub- 
lic education. 

Getting more children into 
schools is not enough. A primary 


“Basic learning can help 
contain and even reverse the 
current threat of economic 
stagnation or decline. Ample 
evidence exists on educa- 
tion’s contribution to econo- 
mic development. For exam- 
ple, primary schooling is 
known to improve the produc- 
tivity of workers in the factory 
and the field and to provide 
the necessary skills for self- 
employment and entrep- 
reneurship.” 


decline. Ample evidence exists 
on education’s contribution to 
economic development For ex- 
ample, primary schooling is 
known to improve the productiv- 
ity of workers in the factory and 
the field and to provide the neces- 
sary skills for self-employment 

and entrepreneurship* 

► Scientists in foe United 
States estimate that 70 to 80 per 
cent of cancer deaths in that 


school that graduates pupils who 
cannot read, write or solve simple 
problems has failed as a school. 
The emphasis has to be shifted 
away from simply how many peo- 
ple attend how many school prog- 
rammes. Instead, foe question 
that should be asked is, are peo- 
ple actually learning? Are they 
getting the essential knowledge, 
skills and values needed for life? 

Federico Mayor, director- 


general of LINESCO, points out 
that even among those children 
fortunate enough to go to school, 
standards are not even, and drop- 
out and repetition rates are high. 
“The quality of education pro- 
vided in many Third World 
schools is sometimes so distres- 
singly poor," says Dr. Mayor, “that 
even pupils who persist in schools 
for several years may never 
achieve an enduring level of li- 
teracy.” 

Nor are educational problems 
confined to foe developing world. 
An increasing number of school- 
leavers in some industrialised 
countries are functionally illiter- 
ate. unable to realise their poten- 
tial in a technologically complex 
society. 

Governments, donors and edu- 
cators from around the world are 
analysing scores of successful 
models and ideas to improve the 
quality of, as well as access to. 
education. 

Meeting basic learning needs 
require creativity and the im- 
aginative use of all possible 
means and sources of education. 
Many developing countries will 
find it rewarding to turn to other 
channels of education, such as 
religious and community-based 
instruction. They will also be 
calling upon radio, television, 
newspapers, clubs and libraries. 
A vast range of educational tech- 
nologies from folk drama and 
traditional songs to television and 
computers will be used to teach 
children and adults and to train 
instructors. 

In one successful example of 
alternative education, the Bang- 
ladesh Rural Advancement Com- 
mittee (BRAC) is trying to edu- 
cate children — especially very 
poor rural children — who cannot 
be reached by government 
schools or, once reached, do not 
stay in school. 

Everyone needs to help 

“Education cannot be only the 
business of public funding," says 


Haddad. To meet the world's 
learning needs, everyone has to 
pitch in. Governments will need 
to find ways to fund the new 
vision of basic learning. Agen- 
cies, non-governmental organisa- 
tions. communities, families and 
others will need to do their pan. 

In many cases, however, no 
matter how well a nation mobil- 
ises its resources, it simply will 
not be enough. Only outside 
help, of a singi Scant amount and 
sustained over times, can meet 
the needs of these countries. 

But more than money will be 
needed. Just as critical to the 
effort is mobilising the support of 
key partners, such as family, 
community organisations, reli- 
gious bodies and the mass media. 

Such alliances are not without 
precedent. The child survival 
movement, coordinated by UN- 
ICEF, was able to mobilise gov- 
ernments and a wide spectrum of 
partners ranging from politia! 
leaders to clergymen, to take on 
deadly childhood diseases and 
thus save millions of young lives. 

Sponsors of foe Conference are 
confident that the same impact 
would be achieved in education 
with world-wide consensus and a 
commitment to work together. 

An example of such coopera- 
tion is in Jabaliyah, a refugee 
camp for Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories of the Gaza Strip. 
There, parents and local com- 
munities have joined with the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee and Save the Children 
Ftind (UK), two international 
voluntary organisations, to pro- 
vide pre-schooling for 1.600 five- 
year-old each year. 

There is a growing consensus 
among nations and international 
organisations that human de- 
velopment must be the core of 
any development process. Educa- 
tion — the empowerment of indi- 
viduals through learning — for all 
people will prove to be the critical 
ingredient for meeting the serious 
challenges the world faces in the 
next decade and the new century. 
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F or all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clea r ance,"" 
Door-to-door Sendee, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

iv please call: 

AAfCV KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Stuneisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel- 604676, 604696 



Saudi Real Estate 

#1 
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Agency 
In Town 


Rental Dept 
Call Soha 687821/22 
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STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
lit* 30% torpor 

* Free enlarge- 


The Regency Palace Hold 



The test & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Myyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mkhugbt 

TeL (3*9*8 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

nfaaaqranfeNi 

Open daily 12 A0 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge ■ 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 V 


'• CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Varmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
State, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our ' 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight / 



Oryx Band & 

Oriental Belly-dancer 

Nariman Abboud 

FOr reservation / 
cadi 660000-15 a Jk 



TEL : 621 775 
TLX : 23 0 23 


FAX : 656 270 
MB : 815 408 


AMMAN -JORDAN 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAttOTEL 

,|_iL : «jl|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



eetatt/ 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-030 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 
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JOMTIEN. Thailand (R) — The 
Worid Bank, often accused by 
Third World countries of forcing 
them to divert funds from educa- 
tion, Tuesday pledged to double 
its lending for teaching projects in 
developing nations. 

"Education is the key to de- 
velopment,” World Batik Presi- 
dent Sarber Conable told the 
World Conference on Education. 

“A nation simply cannot hope 
to sustain economic growth and 
alleviate poverty without a liter- 
ate and numerate population 
he said. 

Toe five-day conference, which 
opened at this Thai beach resort 
Monday, is organised by the 
World Bank and three United 
Nations organisations. 

With 1,5U0 delegations, includ- 
ine four heads of state, it is 


billed as the biggest of its kind. 

One of the most hotly-debated 
issued at the oonfernce is how 
developing countries burdened 
with huge foreign debt can pay 
for new schemes. 

''Foreign debt impedes our 
struggle for economic develop- 
ment, conspires against efforts to 
ensure education and denies 
funds available for education 
projects,” Ecuador's President 
Rodrigo BoTja said Monday. 

Conable, peppering his speech 
with quotes from Plato on the 
enobling influence of education, 
said the Worid Bank was the 
largest single source of external 
funding for education in develop- 
ing countries. It has loaned more 
than $10 billion since 1963. 

Lending will be doubled to an 
annual SI. 5 billion over the next 


three years, he said. 

Poor countries should focus on 
improving the quality of educa- 
tion, making it accessible to all, 
boosting private sector involve- 
ment and diverting more funds to 
training engineers and scientists, 
Conable said. 

The bank help countries set up 
policy frameworks with particular 
attention to education for girls, 
and science and technology prog- 
rammes in secondary and higher 
education. 

According to U.N. figures, 
more than 100 million children 
have no access to primary school- 
ing and current trends suggest 
this figure could double by the 
turn of the century. Some 980 
million adults in the world are 
illiterate, two-thirds of them 
women. 



©vernment 


BEIJING (R) — China’s auster- 
ity drive has begun to backfire on 
government plans to raise funds, 
draining badly needed cash from 
bond sales, diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

The 19-month-old credit 
squeeze has hit many industries 
so hard they can no longer afford 
to buy bonds the government 
sells as a major source of income, 
the diplomats said. 

Failing bond sales mean the 
government has less money to 
bail out a growing number of 
money-losing state industries. 

“It is a vicious circle from 
which there is no easy escape,” 
said a Western diplomat specialis- 
ing in China's economy. 

Saits of bonds and treasury 
notes this year will probably 
reach 10 billion yuan ($2.1 bil- 
lion'), down slightly from 1989. 
according to the latest edition cz 
the pro-Beijing China Economic 
News. 

"It is difficult for the govern- 
ment to redeem old bonds by 
issuing new ones because practi- 
cally all domestic enterprises. 


which constitute the major bond 
buyers, are short of cash,” said 
the weekly, printed in Hong 
Kong but supported by official 
Beijing publications. 

Started in September, 1988, to 
combat runaway prices, the au- 
sterity programme has slashed 
state credit to industry. 

But now it has also begun to 
limit the state's borrowing from 
industry. 

The credit crunch sent 800,000 
rural industrial enterprises 
crashing into bankruptcy in 1989 
and forced many others to halt 
production and slash wages. 

China experienced its worst de- 
cline in industrial output in a decade 
in January, when total production 
fell 6.1 per cent from the same 
month a year earlier. 

Figures' emerging last week 
showed subsidies paid by die 
state of prop up money-losing 
state enterprises totalled 100 bil- 
lion yuan ($21.2 billion) in 1989, 
one-third of total central govern- 
ment spending. 

The state's budget deficit for 
19S9, to be announced when par- 


liament meets this month, is like- 
ly to exceed its projected 7.4 
billion yuan ($1.36 billion). 

Total domestic debt is substan- 
tially larger, and many state com- 
panies have been unable to dear 
debts owned to other state enter- 
prises. 

The offidal China Daily news- 
paper said Tuesday the best solu- 
tion for the government was to 
reflate consumer buying power, 
thus allowing companies to sell 
off stockpiled goods. 

“The crux of revitalising the 
economy was to encourage mod- 
erate consumption,” the news- 
paper said. 

TTiis would enrich industry, 
weening h off state subsidies and 
enabling it to once more buy 
government bonds, diplomats 
said. 

But a surge in consumer buying 
coold rekindle inflation, thereby 
undoing the austerity program- 
me's main success. Inflation 
reached a peak year-on-year level 
27.9 per cent in February, 1989, 
was reduced to 17.8 per cent for 
the full year. 


change 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet parliament gave over- 
whelming approval Tuesday to 
legislation allowing Soviets to 
own factories and hire workers 
for the first time in nearly 70 
years. 

in the- early 1920s, Soviet 
founder Vladimir Lenin and his 
Bolsheviks recreated from rheir 
drive to implement communism 
and allowed private ownership of 
the means of production under 
the new economic policy, or 
NE?. 

Tuesday's vote by the Supreme 
Soviet was hailed by supporters 
as a progressive step rather than 


another retreat from socialism. It 
is one of the key elements of 
President MikbaU Gorbachev’s 
economic reform package. 

“This is an enormous step for- 
ward because it lays down the 
principle of pluralism in the forms 
of ownership and the baas of 
their equality and their protection 
from ute government," deputy 
Alexei Yablokov said. 

After a section -by-section vote 
of each of the bill's six parts, it 
received final approval on a vote 
of 3SO-3. Eleven deputies ab- 
stained. 

The joint meeting of the Sup- 
reme Soviet’s two houses broke 


MATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One S«eriing 

1.6517/27 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1880/90 

Canadian dollar 


1.6973/80 

Deutsche marks 


1.9095/105 

Durch guilders 


1.4961/68 

Swiss francs 


35.25/30 

Belgian francs 


5.7330/80 

French francs 


1252/1253 

Italian lire 


149.57/67 

Japanese yen 


6.1295/345 

Swedish crowns 


6.552OTD 

Norwegian crowns 


6.5165/215 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

404.80/405.20 

U.S. dollars 







By Reuters 


j SYDNEY — Australian shares closed marginally weaker in 
another lacklustre day of trading. The All Ordinaries Index- 


finished 0.8 point down at 1,380.4. 

TOKYO — Tokyo share prices were pulled down by arbitrage 
selling in later afternoon but dosed off their lows is modest 
trading. The key 225-share Nikkei dipped 54.12 points, or 0.16 
pet, to 33.791.08, after a 212.36-point loss Monday. 

HONG KONG — Share prices closed slightly easier and tr ad i ng 
was qiet ahead of Wednesday’s release of Hong Kong’s budget for 
1990, brokers said. The Hang Seng Index shed 5.45 points to end 
at 2.933.23. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices ended weaker but were above the 
day’s lows on some late bargain-hunting. The Strategic Tunes 
Industrial Index rose 0.10 point to dose at 1 ,522.55. 

BOMBAY — The market drifted lower as worries about a 
farm-oriented budget drove buyers to the sidelines. The Bombay 
Stock Exchange Index fell 7.18 points to 678.70. 

FKANXFURT — Shares ended weaker with the Dax Index 
closing 10.94 points lower at 1 ,822.22. Dealers said the market's 
dip had been exacerbated by weaker German bond prices. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares closed easier on lack of demand. The 
SPI shed 3.9 points at 1,094.7. 

LONDON — Equities fell as the market remained nervous about 
sterling's vulnerability. By 1550 GMT the FTSE Index was 18-5 
points lower at 2,212.0. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips gained on light buying linked to 
futures activity. By 1630 GMT the Dow was 10.91 points up at 
2,659.91. 


into applause as the total was 
announced. 

The section dealing with the 
property rights of Soviet citizens, 
which includes the right to own 
factories and other means of pro- 
ducing goods, passed 354-0 with 
13 abs tensions. 

A Western diplomat watching 
the session said it would be the 
first time since NEP that Soviets 
would be allowed to own the 
means of production. Soviets tra- 
ditionally have been allowed to 
own cars, summer homes, and 
other personal property. 

The law also gives individuals 
the right to hire others to work 
form them as long as their pay 
and benefits are in keeping with 
Soviet law. The private own- 
ership of factories and hired 
labour are regarded in classic 
Marxism as exploitation of work- 
ers, and were one of the key 
targets of Lenin's revolution. 

Noted political commentator 
Fyodor Buriatsky, also a deputy, 
called the bill a good start but 
said it was inadequate to pull the 
Soviet Union from its economic 
quagmire. 

Vice President Anatoly 
Lukyanov, who led the joint 
meeting of the Supreme Soviet's 
two chambers, urged the legisla- 
ture not to hold up the bill, which 
is to become law July 1. 

“We need this law to go into 
effect fast,” he said. 

Lnkyanov tried to bring the bill 
up for a vote Monday, but was 
frustrated by a lack of quorum 
the day after local elections in 
Russia, the Ukraine and Byelor- 
ussia. 

On matters of trade the first 
store selling Western computers 
opened in Moscow Monday, 
sporting an American flag over 
the door and a huge red banner 
reading: “Business to business, 
person to person.” 

But despite the inviting sign, 
only those Soviets with bard cur- 
rency can buy the computers, in- 
cluding IBM and other leading 
brands, and most trade was ex- 
pected to come from Soviet re- 
search institutes and businesses 
rather than individuals. 

“The potential for business is 
tremendous,” said Michael 
Tseytin, a Soviet emigre and 
president of the New Jersey- 
based franchise running the Com- 
puterLand Store on Kosygin 
Street, near Moscow University. 



NICOSIA (R) — Conservative 
Kuwait, banking on huge oil re- 
serves and an extensive market- 
ing network in Western Europe, 
is exploring investment opportu- 
nities in Eastern Europe’s fledg- 
ling free economies, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Kuwait’s Oil Minister Ali Kha- 
lifa A1 Sabah would fly to Hun- 
gary next Tuesday on the first 
visit to Eastern Europe by a 
senior offidal of a major OPEC 
state since pro-democracy gov- 
ernments swept to power in much 
of the region last year. 

Kuwaiti officials said that 
Sheikh Ali would bold two days 
of talks with Hungarian Industry 
-Minster Ferenc Horvath and 
other top off officials to discuss 
prospects for investments in 
downstream operations such as 
re fining and marketing. 

Kuwaiti marketing experts 
have made several scouting trips ‘ 
to Eastern European countries 
seeking foreign aid to restructure 
their economies after the collapse 
of communist rule. 

“It is a market with great 
potential,” a Kuwait oil executive 
told Reuters Tuesday. 

“At present, most Eastern 
(European) governments do not 


have a dear picture of what they 
want but we have to act quickly," 
said die executive, who recently 
toured East Germany, Poland 
and Hungary. 

Sheikh Ali, who is also chair- 
man of Kuwaiti Petroleum Cdrp 
(KPC), said last month that be 
plans to open small offices in each 
of the Eastern European capitals 
“to keep an eye on developments 
there.” 

He did that while KPC was 
involved in talks in the Soviet 
Union on possible Kuwaiti parti- 
cipation in oil development pro- 
jects, progress has been slow. 

Polish Foreign Trade Minister 
Martin Swiecicki, in Kuwait for 
talks with government leaders, 
said Monday the Gulf Arab state 
had shown interest in investing in 
two refineries in Gdansk and 
Plock which have combined 
annual output of about 300,000 
barrels a day. 

Sheikh AH’s trip precedes a 
meeting of the 13-member Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) in Vienna on 
March 16 to discuss how to share 
out a bouyant oil market. 

OPEC officials have said the 
impact of rapid changes in East- 
ern Europe will also be discussed 


by the group’s ministers. 

Sheikh Ali will be accompanied, 
by a high-ranking delegation, in- 
cluding the vice-president of 
Kuwait’s Petroleum International 
(KPI), Nasser A1 Salem, KPC 
European manager Abdul Sam ad 
A1 Awadi and Abdul Fattah Ai 
Badr, president of the Kuwait Oil 
Tankers Company (KOTQ, the 
official said. 

Eastern European nations have 
lost much of their oil supplies 
from the Soviet Union, which is 
experiencing severe shortages be- 
cause of technical difficulties. 
Moscow is also selling more crude 
abroad to earn badly-needed 
bard currency. 

With nearly two-tinrds of the 
world's oil reserves and kfle spare 
output capacity. Gulf states are a 
natural alternative. 

Kuwait owns about 92 billion 
barrels in proven reserves and 
sells nearly 40 per cent of its 
output of 1 .9 million barrels a day 
through an extensive marketing 
network in Western Europe that 
includes two refineries and some 
4,000 filling stations. 

Most of its foreign investments, 
estimated at around $14 billion, 
are centred in Western Europe 
and some Arab states. 


Rafsanjani defends the poor 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
ni an President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani Monday portrayed himself as 
the champion of the poor and 
said that the funds of a major 
welfare organisation designed to 
help “the deprived” have been 
misused. 

In what was seen as a public 
admission of rampant corruption, 
Rafsanjani told officials of the 
Imam Khomeini Welfare Com- 
mittee, a multi-million-dollar 
organisation, that its funds have 
“not been distributed justly 
among the deprived.” 

“Sometimes resources for the 
deprived have been used by the 
non-deprived,” he said. 

Tehran radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Rafsanjani as 
telling the officials: “Your duty is 
to see that these means are distri- 
buted justly.” 

Rafsanjani did not elaborate. 
But last October, the former 
head of another major welfare 
organisation, the Nabovat. 
Foundation, was sentenced to 
deatii by an Islamic court for 
embezzling mflH oifs of dollars of 
its funds. 

Corruption is believed to be 
widespread' in Iran's bloated 
bureaucracy. 

Legislator Hasbem Hasbem- 
zadeb recently demanded 
tougher government action to 
stamp out “financial and adminis- 
trative corruption." 

He wanted that “inflation, 
multi-tier prices, erroneous eco- 
nomic policies ... mismanage- 
ment, absence of supervision and 
red tape ... and breeding grounds 
for bribery, corruption, theft and 

financial abases.” 

Rafsanjani also called for more 
jobs to alleviate widespread un- 
employment, currently pegged at 
30 per cent. He admitted in Janu- 
ary that factories are running at 
only 40 per cent of capacity. 

His government Sunday ■ 


announced the creation of two 
million new jobs in the 
framework of a $112 billion five- 
year development plan to revive 
the stuggjsh economy after more 
than a decade of mismanagement 
and turmoil. 

The moves by Rafsanjani, 
leader of Tehran’s so-called prag- 
matists who seek improved ties 
with the West, appeared designed 
to outmanoeuvre radical rivals 
who oppose his polities and at the 
same time muffle growing discon- 
tent by Iran's 55 milli on people. 

Many are frustrated with the 
government’s failure to improve 
conditions since the August 1988 
ceasefire in the eight-year war 
with Iraq. Rafsanjani was elected 
last July and pledged sweeping 
reforms. 


and secure hefty foreign invest- 
ment for post-war reconstruction. 

The anti-Western radicals 
favour state control of the eco- 
nomy and argue that attracting 
foreign investment will under- 
mine the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Rafsanjani has lifted restric- 
tions on a wide range of imports, 
including raw materials and con- 
sumer goods, in an effort to meet 
public demand and to boost in- 
dustrial production. 

But be said shortages of con- 
sumer goods in the final analysis 
can only be alleviated by boosting 
domestic production. 

Rafsanjani also faces longer 
term problems because of a 
rapidly expanding population. 


Opposition groups, including 
the Iraq-based Mnjahedeen 
Khalq, or people's holy warriors, 
have reported large-scale protests 
in Tehran and other major cities. 
The dissidents claim security 
forces have killed several hun- 
dred protesters. 

There has been no independent 
confirmation of these claims. But 
official statements and newspaper 
reports have indicated that there 
has been some unrest. 

Tehran residents contacted by 
telephone have reported that 
sporadic protests have taken 
place, but declined to give de- 
tails. 

Rafsanjani has in recent days 
repeatedly stressed that his gov- 
ernment seeks to ease the 
hardships endured by Iranians for 
the last decade. 

Analysts believe that be must 
provide dear progress in the next 
few months or face increased 
attacks by fundamentalist 
radicals. 

They oppose his plans to priva- 
tise loss-making state enterprises, 
a major drain on the economy. 


The current birth rate is around 
3.4 per cent a year, meaning 
Iran's population will doable by 
the year 2010. To keep pace, 
analysts estimate Iran will need 
an annual economic growth rare 
of four per cent. 

Rafsanjani acknowledged the 
plight of Iran’s poor and told the 
welfare officials: “The deprived 
people of our country are not 
condemned to deprivation to the 
end of their lives. The reason for 
their deprivation is unemploy- 
ment, lack of investment and 
resources.” 


“We must put the means at the 
disposal of tbe deprived, and 
allow them to stand on their own 
feet and live a life of dignity,” he 
added. 

Rafsanjani Saturday set up a 
24-hour hotline to handle com- 
plaints from disgruntled citizens 
as an apparent safety valve for 
public unrest. 

He blamed high prices on mid- 
dlemen who have taken advan- 
tage of tbe government’s foreign 
exchange shortfall to import 
goods and sell them on the mar- 
ket at exfaorbnant prices. 


West’s low oil stocks may 
help OPEC huoy prices 


LONDON (Agencies) — At the 
start of this year Western oil 
companies’ petroleum stocks 
were at their lowest since early 
1974, an international energy 
watchdog body said Tuesday. 

They stood at 64 days’ of for- 
ward supply to cover demand 
compared with a peak of 82 days 
of Jan. 1, 1983, the Paris-based 
International Energy Agency 
(IE A) said in its monthly oil 
report. 

But the EE A said that when 
government stocks were added to 
tiie supplies as of Jan. 1 this year, 
there were 92 days' supply avail- 
able to the 24 member nations of 
the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). 

The OECD states thus appear 
well-insulated against any supply 
hiccup. Bat the low level of their 
stocks may indace tbe companies 
to buy more oil for storage in 
coming months, which could help 
keep petroleum prices firm de- 
spite excess supply by the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

The IEA said OPEC output in 
January remained just above 23 
million barrels per day (Nd), 
which analysts reckon is probably 


around one million more than 
actual demand for OPECs oil. 

Although OPEC may have 
overshot demand at present, 
world oil consumption is re- 
bounding fast from a glut of the 
1980s and oil analysts say com- 
panies may thus want to keep 
more oil in stock. 

“Stocks are buffeting,” said Pe- 
ter NicoJ with S.G. Warburg 
Securities in London. “However, 
commercial oil stocks were low at 
the start of the year... and we 
suspect a greater willingness to 
bold stock compared to the mid- 
1980s.” 


ASHMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


March 6, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 

l/CIKfc JTilMOfl 

Swiss franc 


670.0 

1103-8 

»M 

448-2 


£74.0 

1110.4 

397-8 

450.9 


Read! franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch gander 
Swedish crawn 
Italian tin (for ICO) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


117.0 

449.0 
351-0 
109.4 

53.6 

187.8 


J17.7 

451.7 

353.1 

110-1 

53.9 

188.9 


“Thus we do not expect prices 
to collapse during the course of 
the year,” he noted. 

Stocks are down partly because 
cold weather in the United States 
last December drove up demand 
for beating fuel while some re- 
fineries had operational problems 
there. 

The risk of more accidents in 
an ageing refinery system is one 
reason why companies may be 
inclined (o boost their stocks. 

There is also a belief that prices 
in the 1990s are headed broadly 
higher, although there may be 
dips along the way, which means 
that oil in stock gains value. 

The average world price for 
crude is now just above $18 per 
barrel, up from around $10 in 
1986. 


tensive contacts" were taking 
place among OPEC members on 
the price ' issue ahead of tbe 
March 16 meeting in Vienna of 
the OPEC market monitoring 
committee. All 13 OPEC oil 
ministers are expected to attend 
the Vienna meeting. 

Iraq has suggested that OPEC 
should increase the $18 price to 
account for world inflation. 

Tbe reference price, pegged by 
OPEC since the mid-1980’s, was 
endorsed at the group's last con- 
ference in November 1989. The 
group also agreed on a 22 milhon 
barrel per day production ceiling 
for the first half of 1990. 

A report in the Nicosia-based 
off newsletter. Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES) Monday 
said Libya also wants a price 
increase, to around $20-$22. 

Al Qabas said Kuwait remains 
adamant in opposing any increase 
in tbe reference price, preferring 
instead to see higher production 
quotas and a higher overall 
OPEC ceiling. 


Oil ministers from Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq discussed 
OPEC policy at a weekend meet* 


Meanwhile, Kuwait is resisting 
any moves to raise die OPEC 
crude oil reference price of $18 a 
barrel, tbe Kuwaiti newspaper Al 
Qabas reported Tuesday- 
Quo ting unidentified oil 
sources, tbe newspaper said “in- 


ing in Kuwait. A statement issued 
after the meeting said the three 
were “in complete agreement 
that their countries should uphold 
OPEC's resolutions and its en- 
deavours to stabilise the oil 
market." 

No other details were released 
in the statement but Saudi Ara- 
bia, the dominant OPEC member 
state, has a long-standing policy 
of advocating stability and mod- 
eration for the off market in the 
interest of producers and 
sumeis alike. 


con- 


FOKECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrot! (lighter rDundatior, 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
restless and inquiring attitude to- 
ward conditions and, persons about 
you can create some unsettling 
reactions today. Try to keep from 
getting on a personal level. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Welcome interesting persons from 
a distance and entertain them in 
your home. Aiding your attach- 
ment with essential tasks win bring 
you more affection. 

TAURUS: (A pril 20 to May 20) Be 
sure you cany through with obliga- 
tions already made to good friends. 
Follow advice of an expen about 
some home improvements. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
partner comes forth with a good 
suggestion by which you can be 
more prosperous. Your attach- 
ment will particularly respond to 
going to attractive places. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Home is the best place at 
which to entertain your select 
group of friends. Listen to really 
understand just what your attach- 
ment expects of you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Re- 
turn soda! obligations to friends 
now in a highly particular fashion. 
Much activity at your borne is now 
necessary to get anticipated and 
desired results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take members of your family 
with you when you go out on social 


engagements. Be sure you only 
jiiwte p ertons you can really trust 
into your home. 

LIBRA-- (September 23 to October 
22) Get off alone with a §ood 
friend whose advise is worthwhile. 
Get out in the world of activity 
with your attachment as much ta 
you can. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Be with friends now who 
will help you carry through with 
vour social life. Let your family 
now realise that you value their 
practical needs. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A good friend 
shows yon bow to do your daily 

duties more efficiently. A day 
when your social life can bring you 
the greatest amount of happiness. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need much expert 
advice before committing youreeff 
to a new undertaking. Spend as 
much time in intimate huddles with 
your own household as possible. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make as many new 
friendships and acquaintances as 
possible. A time to entertain in 
your home newcomers you have 
recently met. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your home should be the 
centre of any confidential discus- 
sions. Put more pizzas into your 
relations with your loved oee now. 


THE Daily Crossword by Avery P. BromfieJd 


ACROSS 
1 CpI. and sgL 
5 More likely 
10 Repose 

14 Church 
strongbox 

15 Fad 

■ 

* 

* 

■ 

M 


1 


17 




ao - 



■ 

16 Small case 

17 Show sorrow 

M~j 

J 

□ 

■ 

18 — firms 

19 Exhibition 


a 

20 Make suitable 
99 NP ritv 

J 

a 

a 


cjc iiv wiy 

24 Geniality 

26 Deface 

27 Showy flowers 

a 

■ 

■ 

m 


■ 

■ 


29 Metalworker 
33 Old it. coin 

a 

■ 

■ 

i 

36 Circuit 
38 Sch. aubj. 


□ 

39 NC City 
41 Tflnrv 

a 

a 

a 

■i 

1 1 oiivn 

Domingo 

44 Before 

45 CA lort 

M 




BS 




47 Expunged 

48 Soothes 

71 





51 — o» later 
53 The sun 
55 Most stately 
59 Wrights’ NC 
flight site 

63 Race official 

64 Finished 

65 In- unison 
67 Pheasant 

brood 

63 Ms Turner 

69 Call to pigs 

70 Arkin or Ladd 

71 Warhol 

72 "Seek — shall 
find" 

73 Furnish 


DOWN 

1 Mogul VIP 

2 Doctrine 

3 Pacific 

4 Gemstone 

5 Perform 

6 Abstract 

7 — State (NC) 

8 Pound or 
Stone 

9 Furnish with 
new weapons 



10 improve 

11 Coup d'— 

12 Fit 

13 Weary 

21 Shinto temple 
gateway 
23 — Cruces 
25 Iroquois 
28 Dummy 

30 Wading bird 

31 Ocean 
phenomenon 

32 Cowl 

33 Gratis 

3d Dr. Zhivago's 
lost love 

36 Bullring cries 

37 Assemblies 
40 Time periods: 

abbr. 

42 we all?" 

43 NC stale 
bird 

46 NC state 
flower 

49 Lost animal 

50 — sauce 


52 — Islands 
(near Scot.) 
54 — apso 

56 Zola 

57 Auto 

58 Course 

59 Beverage nut 

60 Lendl of 


tennis 

61 C%»e tor 

62 " — of ffie 
Middle 
Border" i'H. 
Garland) 

66 Give the 
once- oyer 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“Today 23 different people told me 
to 'Have a nice day.' A thing 
like that can really ruin 
your day!” 


! THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Her»n Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to aach square, to form 

four ordinary words. 



m 


■i 


PRIGE 




r^s 

L-d 


MUGP1E 


m 

mm 

■ 

■ 



LAWHER 

cr 


THEY USED TO CALL 
HIM THE CREAM 
OF FI6HTERS-UNTIL 
HE SOT THIS, 




Now arrange the drcJed letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— “CLLX 1 UT 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbtes: WAGON IDIOM VALUED SEAMAN 

Answer. Why some husbands shfr* about naming 
away to become outlaws — 

TO AVOID IN-LAVS 


4TOV 
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Italy pledges tests at World Cup 

ROME (R) — Italian orgamscxs of 0ns Sommer’s World Cup 
soccer finals pledged Monday that doping tests would be carried 
out at all matches. Me&cal teams is each of die 12 host cities win 
test players picked at random from both team* after every game. 
Rattan . doctor Michel D’Hooghe, head of die World Cop medical 
commission, told a news conference. Tests will be carnal oat on 
three players from each team in the semifinals and the final, and 
on two players per team for all other matches, officials said. “The 
anti-doping controls are severe. Soccer, htckDy, seems not to 
suffer from dings — partly because it’s a team game,” said 
Leonard Veccfaiet, doctor for Italy’s national squad. The last case 
of doping at a World Cup involved Spanish mffiekter Ramon 
Caldera, whose federation was fined $13,900 after a test showed 
he took , banned drags at the Mexico World Cup in 1986. 

Wimbledon to stage women’s over-15 

WIMBLEDON, Eng land (AP) — Wimbledon will hold a 
women’s over-35 doubles event for the first time this summer, 
with players such as former singles champions Chris Evert, .Billie 
Jean King and Virginia Wade eligible for the competition. The 
invi tatio nal event will replace the women’s plate, in which first- 
and second-round losers were eligible. Eight pairs will be invited 
to participate in the doubles event, which will be open to any 
player older than 35 who was reached the wifinak of the 
women’s singles or the final of the women’s doubles since 1970. 

U.S. selects team members 

NEW YORK (AP) — Andre Agassi, Brad Gilbert, Rick Leach 
and Jim Pugh were selected Monday by Davis Cup captain Tom 
Gorman to day for the United States March 30- April 1 against 
Czechoslovakia. For Gilbert, it win be his third consecutive Davis 
Cop match.. He played in this year’s opening-round victory over 
Mexico, winning two singles matches. Last year, Gilbert played in 
the United States’ losing semifinal match against West Germany. . 
His overall Davis Gup record is 6-2 in singles. Agassi will make ms 
1990 Davis Cup debut against Czechoslovakia. He played two 
matches in 1988 and three in 1989, compflmg a 7-2 singles record. 
Leach and Pugh made their Davis Cup debut as a doubles team in 
the opening round victory over Mexico. In tins week’s world 
rankings, Gilbert is fourth ami Agassi eighth. In the doubles 
rankings, Leach is third and Pugh fourth. 

Colombia will attend World Cup 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombia’s national soccer team said Monday 
it win play in June’s World Cup tournament in Italy despite death 
threats from a group seeking to rid local soccer of drag money. 
“Of course we will go. We qualified and we most go,” said a 
spokeswoman for the Colombian Soccer Federation. In February 
the team suspended practice and play after a group calling itself 
cleanliness m Colombian soccer threatened to kill players, 
coaches and several sportswritexs. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
( 1989 Tribune Media Sanlcaa, me 

GIVE THE ENEMY A HELPING HAND 


• * • • Neither vakterable.r-Sout h4 e ak .- 
NORTH 

• *K 74 
‘7 A 865 
OR J 10 
*65 3 

WEST EAST 

*3 10 93 * Q 8 5 

7 10 3 <7 Q 3*72 

0852 07643 

* K Q 3 10 - * 8 

- SOUTH 
' 4 A £ 2 
7 K4 

• v A Q 9 

* A 974 2 
The bidding: 

Soars West North East 

1 NT Pus 3 NT Pus 

Pass - Pass 
Opening lead: King of * 

When you speak of a falsecard, 
many players look for something 
dramatic, such as dropping a guard- 
ed king under an ace to induce a 
shift. Those plays turn up infre- 
quently, and are often missed at the 
table. But there is a whole gamut of 
deceptive maneuvers that occur fre- 
quently, and are so simple they of- 
ten sneak by unnoticed. 

Note North’s jump to three no 
trump despite possession of a four- 
card major. With a perfectly bal- 


anced. handLand, hence, no raffing . 
value, the consensus is to forgo 
probing for a 4-4 major fit in favor 
of the value bid, although not all 
players agree with that approach. 

This hand is from a pair tourna- 
ment. Some declarers won the ace of 
dubs and, since they needed a sec- 
ond dub trick to make the contract, 
returned the suit. When East 
showed out on the second round. 
West shifted to the jack of spades 
and the defenders were a tempo 
ahead. They had to come to two 
spade tricks and three dub tricks 
before declarer, could red in nine 
tricks. 

Other Souths followed with the 
deuce of dubs to the first trick. 
Some Wests continued dubs to al- 
low declarer to get home; most 
shifted to a spade for down one. 

One small group of declarers ful- 
filled the contract in every case. 
These were those who played the 
seven of dubs to the first trick, con- 
cealing their two lower dubs. Each 
West presumed that East’s eight of 
dubs was a come-on signal, so they 
never even conadered a spade 
switch. The dub continuation was 
taken with the ace and a dub back 
put declarer ahead in the race to 
establish tricks. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR 


Volvo 244 GL (1999 CC), 1982 model, automatic, A/C, 
light blue colour, car stereo, full insurance till Feb. 1991. 
Delivery. March 25. Price: around JD 2000. 

Pis. contact Mr. Yoo, teL 684253, 684254, Amman. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 624155 





Indian 

Wells 

INDIAN WELLS, California (R) 
— Mats Wflander, the ninth seed 
in the ooo-miUktn-tblhr Cham- 
pions Dip Tennis Tournament, 
went, down to a familiar foe 
Monday. 

Wflander, playing in his first 
tournament smee nthe Davis Cup 
in February, lost to fellow Swede 
and gpod friend, Jan Gnnnars- 
son, 7-6, 64. 

In other upsets, Alberto Man- 
dxri, the 11th seed from Argenti- 
na, was beaten by the big-serving 
Dut chman, Michael Schapers, 6 
4, 6-1 in the first round. Richey 
Reneberg, an American ranked 
42, toppled 25th ranked Czech, 
and defending champion, Mflos- 
lav Medr, 5-7, 6-3, 63. Neither 
player was seeded. 

Martin Jaite, the tenth seeded 
Argentine, was defeated by 
Yugoslavia’s unseeded Goran 
Ivanisevic, 61, 64. Andrei Ches- 
nokov, the 15th seed from the 
Soviet Union was also an upset 
victim. Gresnokov, ranked 18. 
was beaten by American quali- 
fier, Brad Pearce, ranked 154, 
64, 3-6, 64. 



Mats Wflander 

Wflander, currently ranked 11, 
looked a shadow of the player 
who was number one in the world 
in 1988 after winning the U.S. 
Open. Errors flowed from bis 
backhand and he allowed Gun- 
narsson to dictate the pace, play- 
ing defensively to drop the first 
set in the tiebreak, 74, with a 
harkhatui into the net. 

Wflander made a brief rally in 
the second set, taking a 3-0 lead, 
but he could not consolidate his 
effort, as the big serves of Gun- 
narsson put the underdog, back on 
the offensive. At 3-3, Gimnars- 
son broke Wflander on another 
netted shot by the ninth seed, 
then kept the lead with a series of 
aces and served out the match 64 
with a smash. 

“Maybe it was my serve that 
won the match,” sard Gnnnars- 
son, who has played Wflander 
since their childhood spent in the 


same Swedish town. “He’s a nice 
guy and we’re best friends so it 
was not so nice to beat him. But 
he makes more mistakes than he 
used to.” 

Wflander came to the tourna- 
ment Hi-prepared, having taken 
three weeks off before practicing 
for three days prior to Monday’s 
action. His lustiness cost mm 
against Gimnarsson. 

“It takes a while to get back 
and this was not enough,” Wilan- 
(ter said. “He served better than 
I expected him to and that got 
him out of a lot of trouble." 

Medr, once ranked in the top 
ten, was hampered by back trou- 
ble against Reneberg, and strug- 
gled with his serve. “He had 
trouble with his back and I was 
able to break his serve more than 
he held,” said Reneberg. “He 
didn't look physically one hun- 
dred per cent.” 


Becker pulls out of Davis Cup match 


HAMBURG, West Germany 
(AP) — Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open champion Boris Becker 
Monday pulled out of West Ger- 
many’s Davis Dip match against 
Argentina in Buenos Aires later 
this month, a tennis federation 
spokesman said. 

Becker’s withdrawal rimrinkheii 
West Germany’s chances of sur- 
viving the tough match in Argen- 
tina and retaining die Davis Dip 
title it has won twice in a row. 

“We regret Becker's decision 
but we accept it,” West German 
Tennis Federation spokesman 
Xens-Peter Hccfat said. 

Hecht said Becker called team 
captain Niki Pflic from Indian 
Wells Monday to info rm him of 
his decision to skip the world 
group second-round tie in Buenos 


Aires March 30-ApriI 1. Becker is 
the top seed at the Indian Wells 
tournament that opened 
Monday. 

Becker, ranked second in the 
world behind Ivan Lendl, also 
withdrew from West Germany’s 
opening world gronp tie against 
the Netherlands in February but 
the West Germans still won 3-2. 

The West German star has said 
that playing the Davis Dip in 
addition to the crowded ATP 
tour would interfere with his 
ambition to replace Lendl as the 
number one player in the world. 

After winning a tournament in 
Brussels last month, however. 
Becker said he might consider a 
return to the Davis Dip team for 
the match against Argentina. But 
later, he said be would make his 


final decision this week. 

Hecht said Pilic would 
announce his team for the 
Buenos Aires match after next 
week’s tournament in key Bis- 
cayne. 

Michael Stich, who won his 
first tournament in Memphis Sun- 
day, appears certain to be picked 
as Becker's replacement and 
could be given the second singles 
slot. 

Carl-Uwe Steeb an Eric Jelen 
played the key singles against the 
Netherlands, with Stich making 
his Davis Cup debut in the dou- 
bles with Jelen. 

Patrick Kuehnen is the most 
likely candidate for the fourth 
spot on the team to play Argen- 
tina. 


Why do some people 
engage in thrill sports? 


By Ira Dreyfuss 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — CSndy 
Otidester steps out of perfectly 
fine airplanes while they’re stfll 
flying, so she can feel herself 
falling faster, faster... 

“I just always wanted to do it,” 
said the 34-year-old manager of 
Hartwood Paracenter, in Hart- 
wood, Virginia. “Some people 
always wanted to fly; some peo- 
ple always wanted to do other 
things. I was always fascinated 
with heights.” 

Qridester figures she’s sky-di- 
ved more than 2^00 times. 

Psychologists and psychiatrists 
wonder why people Hke Grides- 
ter participate in potentially 
lethal sports. Some say the sports 


attract a certain kind of person. 

Researcher Frank Farley, a 
professor of psychology at the 
University of Wisconsin, Madi- 
son, calls these people “type T 
personalities.” The “T” is for 
“Thrills.” 

People with a “big T" persoal- 
ity type are almost governed by 
risk-taking and tend to be optim- 
ists who like “uncertainty, novel- 
ty, intensity, and lack of struc- 
ture,” Farley said. 

At the opposite end of the 
spectrum, says Farley, are the 
“small T’s” — “people who want 
a life of predictability, custom, 
tradition, the familiar rather than 
the new. 

Big T’s, says Farley, may like 
skydiving. Little Ts, he says, may 
like sports that have you do the 


same tiring over and over again. 
“You’d be unlikely to find a 
T-type as a long-distance run- 
ner... that would bore the T- 
type.” 

Gridester concedes it sounds a 
lot like her. 

“I used to run, but it is bor- 
ing,” she says, “hi skydiving, you 
don’t have to hold anything 
back.” 

The kind of activity that attacks 
a big T is not necessarily the same 
kind that motivates a professional 
athlete, said Farley. For one 
tiring, sports like football and 
basketball require you to have 
those boring practice sessions. 
For another, the risk of loss in 
competitive sports is a different 
kind of risk. 


Navratilova 

bidding to 
regain 
top spot 

INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Martina Navratilova too 
old? Don’t believe it. 

“Every time you lose, some- 
body says it’s because you’re too 
old,” said Navratilova. “That 
happens enough times, yon start 
doubting yourself. 

“I thin k I’ve made a statement 
in these three tournaments. I can 
see all tiie work as paid off. I 
think I can stiQ be number one by 
the mid of the year." 

So far in 1990, Navratilova, 33, 
hasn’t heard many suggestions 
that she’s too old for professional 
tennis. Of course, mat’s largely 
because she has yet to lose, win- 
ning three tournaments in the last 
three weeks. 

Navratilova, currently number 
two in the world, hasn't been 
ranked number one since Steffi 
Graf took over in August, 1987. 

Bidding to regain her top spot 
in the computer rankings, Navra- 
tilova went through a demanding 
off-season training regimen and 
skipped the Australian Open. 

The hard work appears to be 
paying off; she’s unbeaten in 14 
matches this year and has lost just 
one set — and that came on 
Sunday during her 62, 67, 61 
victory over Helena Sokova in 
the final of the Virginia Slims of 
Indian Wells. 

Navratilova said she had as 
much trouble with the playing 
conditions as she did with Sukova 
because sand, kicked up by swirl- 
ing winds, blew in the players’ 
faces and settled on the court. 

“I've played under a lot of 
conditions before, but never in a 
sandstorm,” Navratilova said. 
“Easy shots became an adven- 
ture. 

“She (Sukova) gave me a lot of 
junk, and I had a hard time with 
it. She started serving well and 
was not giving me a chance. She 
hit three winners off my serve at 
5-3 (of the second set). I got all 
my first serves in, and she still hit 
winners and I lost that game.” 

Navratilova was ahead 5-2 in 
the second set, but Sukova then 
won five straight games, breaking 
Navratilova’s service twice and 
bolding service three times, to 
force the third set. 

“At 65 (in the second set), she 
hit an ace, my feet just stopped 
moving,*’ Navratilova said. 
“Then they started moving 
again.” 
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rMANY VILLAS AND 1 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh 
Abctoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 
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B.M.W. 325i SE (duty unpaid) Dolphin Grey, 
special equipment, 1988 model, emaculate con- 
dition price JD 14,000 or highest offer. 

Please call tel. (825992) Mr. Ghazl 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

Super deluxe apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped ALNO kitchen, maid 
room, new American furniture, TV, video, tele- 
phone, intercom, central heating, covered park- 
ing area and a watchman. 

For more Information please contact Tel. 
816892 between 16:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 




AID Project Management Specialist 
Family Health Services 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy for an AID Project Management Specialist 
(Family Health Services). The applicant should have a 
Bachelor’s degree in a health or allied health field with four 
to six years of progressively responsible, professional 
level experience in health or allied health field. At least 
three years of this experience should have been in 
responsible development assistance or related work for 
other donor organisations, host-government organisation 
or private sector institutions. Graduate degrees such as/ 
M.A., M.S., PhD, M.D. may be substituted for an equivay 
lent portion of the work experience. 

Interested candidates who believe they have the required 
qualifications to fill this position may apply in writing by 
submitting a recent biographical data and salary history in 
English to the following address: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P. O. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan. 

Deadline for accepting applications is March 14, 1990. 


Egypt players pelted with 
fruit after cup exit 


ALGIERS (R) — Egypt's soccer 
players were pelted with fruit and 
rubbish by Algerian fans after the 
team were knocked out of the 
African Natters Dip on Monday. 

Egypt lost 1-0 to Nigeria in a 
group a quarterfinal match on a 
day when Algeria became the 
first country to qualify for the 
semifinals by trouncing Ivory 
Coast 3-0. 

Booed by 65,000 Algerian fans, 
the Egyptians were stopped for 
10 minutes by a shower of objects 
before being able to enter the 
changing rooms. The players 
walked off the field under heavy 
police guard. 

Algeria was furious after Egypt 
announced last week it planned 
to pull out of the eight-nation 
competition because of fears of 
violence by Algerian fans. 

But Egypt, who qualified for 
this summer’s World Cup finals in 
Italy after beating Algeria last 
November, sent its B team at the 
last minute. 

Rachidi Yeltini hit Nigeria's 
winner in the eighth minute of a 
mediocre match, but the result 
ensured the Nigerians stayed in 
the cup after bong thrashed 61 


by Algeria Friday. 

Algeria, though not always 
convincing, showed the efficiency 
of their strikers in a combative 
game with an Ivory Coast side 
whose best [flayer. Abdoulaye 
Traore, was seat off after a clash 
with Algerian defender Fodhil 
Megharia. 

Rabah Madjer, the game's out- 
standing player, was behind all 
three goals, starting in the 24th 
minute with a superb one-two 
with Djamel Menad, who thrust 
Algeria ahead. 

In the second half, Algerian 
defender Kamel Adjas- replaced 
the injured Rachid Adghigh, only 
to be forced to go off himself 
through injury. 

It seemed with nine minutes 
left that both teams were content 
with a 1-0 score, which would 
have qualified Algeria for the 
semifinals and allowed Ivory 
Coast to qualify if they at least 
drew with Nigeria Thursday. 

But the game ended with a 
two-goal burst as Cherif Elouaza- 
ni fired Algeria's second from a 
pass by Madjer in the 81st minute 
and Cherif Oudjani headed the 
third a minute later. 


Injury setbacks for Eindhoven 


Reuter 

DUTCH champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven, being pushed hard by 
rivals Ajax Amsterdam in this 
season's campaign, suffered 
another setback Tuesday when 
international Adick Root was 
ruled out for several weeks. 

The central defender under- 
went an exploratory t operation 
for a knee Injury Monday and 
PSV coach Gnus Hiddink said 
Tuesday he was expected to be 
out for some time. 

The news comes as a severe 
blow after PSV lost Brazilian 
striker Romario for up to 12 
weeks with a broken leg in Sun- 
day's 9-2 destruction of Den 
Haag. 

Romano's spirits at least were 


lifted with a call from national 
team coach Sebastiao Lazaroni 
who assured the striker he would 
still figure in Brazil's World Cup 

p lans . 

PSV, seeking their fifth straight 
league title, are just one point 
ahead of Ajax who have a game 
in hand. 

European champions AC 
Milan are hoping for good news 
when their inspirational Dutch 
international Ruud Gullit sees a 
specialist this week in Belgium. 

Gullit has had three operation* 
to try to dear up a nagging knee 
injury and has not played since 
last June, but Milan hope be may 
to able to return to help them m their 
quest for glory in me European 
Cup and the Italian League and 
Cup. 


A Leading Advertising Agency 
Requires for immediate 
recruitment 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Development company in Amman, seeks a "CADD" 
professional whose responsibility shall be the operation of 
a "CADD" station including graphics data input, drafting 
and reproduction. 

Applicants must have at least two years experience in this 
field and- must have good knowledge of written and 
spoken English. 

Interested applicants should send their C.V.'s to: 

P.O. Box: 830018 
Amman - Jordan 


POSITION VACANCY 

Aid Project Management Specialist 
Public Health/Child Survival Services 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy for an AID Project Management Specialist 
(Public Heaith/Child Survival Services). The applicant 
should have a Bachelor's degree in a health or allied 
health field with five to seven years of progressively 
responsible, professional level experience in health ori 
allied health field. At least four years of this experience 
should have been in responsible development assistance 
or related work for other donor organisations, host- 
govemment organisation or private sector institutions.' 
Graduate degrees such as M.A., M.S., PhD, M.D. may be 
substituted for an equivalent portion of the work experi- 
ence. However, some work experience will normally be 
required for this position. 

Interested candidates who believe they have the required 
qualifications to fill this position may apply in writing by 
submitting a recent biographical data and salary history in 
English to the following address: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P. O. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 

Deadline for accepting applications is 
March 14, 1990. 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420W Cinema PHULADELPIHA 




Tel: 675571 W Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



KICK BOXER 


Performances; 3 JO, 6:00, 830, 1030 
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Ortega warns of war if rebels replace army 

Qsamorro offers amnesty to contras 


MANAGUA ( AP) — President- 
elect Vloleta BJurrios de Chamor- 
ro has promised total amnesty for 
contra rebels and the immediate 
abolition of the military draft. 

Mrs. Chamorro, 60, who defe- 
ated the Sandmista National Li- 
beration Front (SNLF) in Feb. 25 
elections, said Monday it would 
be “ideal for the contras to de- 
mobilise before April 25," when, 
she is inaugurated. 

In Honduras, the contras Mon- ' 
day expressed their willingness to 
turn over their arms to the 
national opposition union coali- 
tion that Chamorro heads. 

“We have already begun con- 
tacts with the civilian government 
headed by Violeta de Chamorro 
as a step toward our demobilisa- 
tion,'' contra spokesman Alejan- 
dro Acevedo said in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. 

“The resistance fighters have 
the willingness to give their arms 
to UNO, but not until the new 
administration takes over in 
Nicaragua," be added. 

Although the Sandinistas were 
able to reach a ceasefire with the 
contras, the rebels were im willing 
to lay down their arms to the 


leftist government in a decade of 
civil war. 

The rebels, claiming the Sandi- 
nistas bad betrayed the goals of 
the 1979 revolution that toppled 
the Somoza family dynasty, be- 
gan receiving U.S. aid in 1981. 
They now receive only non-lcthal 
assistance from the United 
States. 

The civil war has caused an 
estimated 50,000 deaths. The San- 
diaistas say there are about 4,000 
armed contras in groups inside 
Nicaragua. Another 12,000 con- 
tras and 42,000 dependents are 
living in camps in Honduras, just 
across the border. 

Chamorro, trying to bring “re- 
conciliation'' to a divided Nicar- 
agua. told the Associated Press in 
an interview, “the contras need 
guarantees to come home, so we 
may have peace. I want to do my 
best as president to govern with 
harmony, with peace, so we may 
forgive one another because we 
are Nicaraguans." 

The president-elect said her 
victory “made everybody happy 
throughout the world” and that 
her new government has received 


offers of aid from countries in- 
cluding the Soviet Union, which 
provided assistance to the Sandi- 
oistas, the United States and Bri- 
tain. 

Chamorro said that she expects 
a peaceful transition, despite 
rumours that some sectors within 
the Sandinista leadershiop, espe- 
cially in the army and internal 
security, are reluctant to yield 
power. 

Chamorro said there would be 
no jobs for contra rebels in her 
government or army. 

Sandinista o fficials have voiced 
fears that Chamorro could give 
senior positions to contras who 
lay down their arms and return 
borne. 

Asked in an interview with 
Reuters if the rebels could expect 
any posts in government or army, 
Chamorro said: “I don't think so. 
We have to cut down all of that." 

Chamorro said her hope, and 
that of the Nicaraguan people, 
was for a peaceful handover of 
the government on April 25. 

Chamorro joined President 
Daniel Ortega last week in calling 
for the immediate disbanding of 


the contras. 

Ortega warned Monday of 
“national war" if the new govern- 
ment replaced the Sandmista 
army with contra rebels or mem- 
ber of ousted dictator Anastasio 
Somoza’* National Guard. 

Speaking to a group of pro- 
Sandimsta teachers and stndents, 
Ortega said Chamorro must pre- 
serve the leftist Sandinista army 
and Interior Ministry Security 
Forces or suffer grave consequ- 
ences. 

Meanwhile, advisers to Nicar- 
agua’s newly elected government 
arrived in Washington to seek 
help for their country^ mauled 
economy but U.S. officials said 
Monday that aid would not be 
immediately forthcoming. 

“We want to provide aid as 
soon as possible, but we just can’t 
put a timetable on it,” said White 
House spokesman Marlin Fifz- 
water. 

“The aid question is being 
worked on currently," he said 
“We have optimism that the 
European allies, as well as Soviet 
Union and Japan, are (also) will- 
ing to belpl." 


I in 

Cisfeei military coup 


BISHO, South Africa (R) — 
Twenty people were killed and 
300 injured in an orgy of arson 
and looting following a military 
coup in the South African tribal 
homeland of Ciskei, hospital 
workers said Tuesday. 

Doctors and nurses at the Ceci- 
lia Makwane Hospital near the 
Ciskei capital of Bisho said most 
of the dead and injured fell victim 
to drunken mobs that rampaged 
through the streets setting fire to 
hotels and factories and looting 
shops. 

Four people were burned to 
death when they were trapped in 
a lift in a hotel that was set 


ablaze. 

Hospital workers said many of 
the dead and injured had suffered 
gunshot and stab wonnds. 

Others had been burned in the 
industrial suburb of Mdantsane, 
where mobs looted liquor stores 
and then smashed and fire- 
bombed virtually every factory 
and shop. 

“Drink was a big factor,” said 
one hospital worker who asked 
not to be named. “We are treat- 
ing children as young as 12 for 
alcohol poisoning." 

Doctors and nurses at the hos- 
pital were stiD . treating the in- 
jured in a blood-spattered casual- 


ty ward early Tuesday. 

Soldiers and police have not 
intervened to hah the violence, 
which erupted soon after the reg- 
ime of Ciskei President Lennoz 
Sebe was toppled in a military 
takeover Sunday. 

Pretoria Monday rushed troops 
to the border of Ciskei, home to 
800,000 people, to protect white 
South African properties near the 
homeland. 

Coup leaders told reporters 
Monday a first wave of South 
African troops and police had 
deployed in Bisho at their request 
and added they had later asked 
Pretoria for further reinforce- 
ments. 
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Seoul warns North over invasion tunnel’ 

SEOUL (AP) — South Korean President Roh Tae-Woo warned 
North Korea Tuesday it would face “a suicidal situation” if it 
continued such acts as digging “invasion tunnels" under the 
fortified North-South Korean border. “The North Korean leaders 
must know that they could face a self-destructive, suicidal 
situation if they continue such anti-national acts,” Roh said in a 
speech to the graduating class of the Korea Military Academy. He 
(fid not elaborate. Rob said Saturday’s discovery of a new secret 
tunnel under the eastern part of the demilitarised zone separating 
the two Koreas showed that the Communist government in 
Pyongyang might try to vent its pent-up frustration through 
military means. North Korea has denied digging the tunnel. 

Nations urged to sign nuclear pact 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. President George Bush has marked 
the 20th anniversary of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) 
by urging nations that are not now signatories to join in die pact. 
In a written statement Bush called it a “significant arms control 
instrument" that has paved the way for international cooperation 
in peaceful uses of atomic energy. “It is essential in these times of 
great change and great promise, and of major progress in arms 
control, that the community of nations works together even more 
diligently to prevent nuclear proliferation, which poses one of the 
greatest risks to the survival of mankind," he said. “I urge all 
states that are not party to the NPT to join and thereby 
demonstrate their support for the goal of preventing nuclear 
non-proliferation," Bush added. 

Bafrisr to visit Namibia 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of State James Baker will 
attend independence ceremonies later this month in Namibia on a 
trip to Africa that could involve him directly in a U.S.-backed 
effort to dismantle racial segregation in South Africa. So far, the 
State Department is reluctant to disclose details of what could 
turn out to be a nine-day trip to seven countries. Spokeswoman 
Margaret Totwiler announced only his stop in Windhoek, die 
capita] of Namibia. Preparations were underway for possible visits 
to Senegal. Zaire, Botswana. Zambia. Ivory Coast and South 
Africa, where the white minority government last month ended a 
30-year ban on the African National Congress and released black 
leader Nelson Mandela from prison. 

Foil shows Quebec wants independence 

MONTREAL (R) — Most people in Quebec now want independ- 
ence for the province, according to a poll that reflects deteriorat- 
ing relations between French and English Canadians. The poll 
results indicates a reversal in the provincial majority’s long-held 
view that Quebec is better off within Canada and also springs 
from a new-found confidence among die people of Quebec that 
their province could succeed on its own. The survey conducted for 
Le Journal De Montreal showed 58.4 per cent of the people 
would approve of sovereignty for the French-speaking province 
while 26.7 per cent opposed it. The survey, published Saturday, 
was taken last month of 1,031 people in Quebec, both English and 
French-speaking. No margin of error was given. 

15,000 Indian troops remain in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Less than 15, COO Indian 
peacekeeping troops remain in northeastern Sri Lanka with the 
withdrawal of 5,200 troops during the pat two weeks, officials 
have said. Sri Lankan military officials said during the past week 
alone 2,658 Indian soldiers boarded ships in the nor the rn Jaffna 
peninsula for India. The latest withdrawals left less than 15,000 
troops on the island from the 40.090 who arrived over two years, 
said the officials who cannot be identified under briefing rales. An 
official of the Indian High Commission or embassy said the rest of 
the troops would leave Sri Lanka by March 31. 

U.S. Republican chairman hospitalised 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican National Chairman Lee 
Atwater was hospitalised for observation after collapsing during a 
speech. A spokeswoman said initial tests were inconclusive and 
that he would remain in the hospital overnight. Leslie A. 
Goodman, press secretary for the Republican National Commit- 
tee, said Monday Atwater had quickly regained consciousness 
after be fainted and keeled over as he was delivering a breakfast 
speech to a group of Republican contributors. 


Japan 
to consider 
more funds 
for U.S. 
forces 

TOKYO (AP) — A top Japanese 
defence official said Tuesday 
Japan is ready to consider in- 
creasing funds for maintaining 
U.S. forces in Japan, if such a 
request is officially made by the 
United States. 

"If the U.S. side makes a re- 
quest in concrete terms, we will 
consider” increasing expenses for 
U.S. troops in Japan, Yozo Ishi- 
kawa, director general of the 
Defence Agency, told a news 
conference. 

But Ishikawa, who assumed 
the agency’s top post on Feb. 28 
when Prune Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu formed his cabinet follow- 
ing a major election victory, said 
be was beard nothing “official"’ 
about the request yet. 

Ishikawa was referring to a 
statement by U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney during a 
television interview with the 
Cable News Network (CNN) 
Sunday that he wants Japan to 
assume “100 per cent" of the cost 
for maintaining U.S. military 
bases in Japan. 


Enrile 
freed 
on bail 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
supreme court Tuesday ordered 
jailed opposition leader Juan 
Ponce Emile freed on bail of 
100,000 pesos ($4,400), rejecting 
a government plea that he was a 
threat to the state, court sources 
said. 

The former Philippine defence 
minister was jailed last week, 
charged by the government with 
involvement in an attempt last 
December to overthrow Pre- 
sident Corazon Aquino. 

The 15-member supreme court 
panel voted 10-4, with one judge 
not voting, to grant Enrfle's peti- 
tion for bail, a member of the 
pane! told reporters. 

Enrile is charged with the re- 
bellion with murder for his 
alleged role in the Dec. 1-7 coop 
attempt in winch 113 people died 
and more than 600 were 
wounded. 


S. African 
general: 
Secret unit 
planted 
bombs 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — South Africa’s milit- 
ary intelligence chief said Mon- 
day that members of a secret 
defence unit planted bombs, were 
suspects in political killings and 
once planned to send a baboon 
fetus to Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu. 

Gen. Rudolph Bade oho rst, 
head of the Defence Forces’ 
Military Intelligence branch, was 
the first witness to testify at a 
judi cial inquiry into allegati ons of 
military and police participation 
in death squads. 

Opposition leaders claim the 
squads my have been involved in 
some 60 unsolved murders of 
anti-government activists over 
the past decade. 

Badeohorst said the Civil 
Cooperation Bureau — so secret 
that President F. W. de Klerk says 
be was not told of its existence 
until recently — blew up a Pre- 
toria store owned by an anti- 
apartheid activist; exploded a 
bomb at a community hall in a 
mixed-race township near Cape 
Town and planned to deliver a 
baboon fetus to Tutu, an anti- 
apartheid leader and winner of 
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize. 

Badenborst told the investigat- 
ing commissioner. Supreme 
Court Justice Louis Haims, the 
baboon fetus plan was called “op- 
eration apie." He said he did not 
know the reason for the opera- 
tion, which was not carried out. 

He said an internal military 
investigation started last Novem- 
ber revealed that prominent anti- 
apartheid activists such as black 
mineworkers leader Cyril 
Ramapbosa, the Rev. Frank Chi- 
kane of the South African Coun- 
cil of Churches and Jay Naidoo, 
general secretary of the nation's 
largest Trade Union Federation, 
were on a list to have their 
movements monitored. 

The military has said the secret 
bureau had 139 members and an 
anim al budget of 28 million rand 
($11 milli on) and was engaged in 
highly sensitive intelligence- 
gathering operations in South 
Africa and abroad. 


Gephardt proposes direct 
U.S. aid to Soviet Union 


WASHINGTON (AP) — House 
Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt said Tuesday it is time 
for the United States to begin 
providing direct aid to the Soviet 
Union to encourage political and 
economic change. 

“America must think creatively 
and act boldly," the 1988 pres- 
idential candidate said in a speech 
prepared for a meeting of the 
liberal Centre for National 

Policy. 

“We should be investing in oar 
Own self-interest. And stability, 
democracy and a market eco- 
nomy in the Soviet Union are in 
America’s strong self-interest,*' 
be said. 

The proposal seemed certain to 
spark debate on Capitol Hill, 
where lawmakers have been 
pressing for increased aid toother 
countries emerging from the sha- 
dow of Moscow’s domination but 
have not ventured to propose 
immediate direct aid to the Soviet 
Union itself. 

Gephardt, a Missouri congress- 
man who ran unsuccessfully for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1988, proposed 
starting with a “food for free- 
dom" programme to send U.S. 
food aid to the Soviets. 

The United States also should 
waive trade restrictions with Mos- 
cow, inducting those on high- 
technology exports, and provide 
guarantees for businesses that 
want to invest in the Soviet Un- 
ion, he said. 

Gephardt noted an appeal by 
President Vaclav Havel of 
Czechoslovakia, made in a Feb. 
21 speech to Congress, to help his 
country by helping the Soviet 


Union continue on its reformist 
road. 

If Havel, who was imprisoned 
by the Communists, can call for 
aid to die Soviets, “the least we 
can do is listen." Gephardt said in 
a speech that also contained bis 
harshest criticism to date of Presi- 
dent George Bosh’s policy to- 
ward Eastern Europe. 

“A stronger Soviet economy 
will facilitate the process of 
peace,” said Gephardt. “How 
can the Soviets jwll Red Army 
troops out of Eastern Europe if 
they have no jobs and no homes 
for them to return to in Russia?" 

Direct U.S. aid is posable now 
because “the cold war as we have 
known it for four decades is 
over,” Gephardt said. 

The United States since May 
1985 has sold 20 million metric 
tons of U.S. -grown wheat to the 
Soviet Union under subsidies 
worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars, but has never provided 
direct aid of the kind Gephardt 
proposed. 

The Bush administration, in its 
budget for the year that begins on 
Oct. 1, has proposed an addition- 
al $300 million in unspecified aid 
to emerging East European 
democracies. Gephardt said the 
amount should be at least $500 
million, “and that is only the 

he gjnning " 

But he accused Bush of “a lack 
of leadership in this most crucial 
moment," throwing billions into 
the military budget to defend 
against “C ommunists who don’t 

want to be Communists any 
more" while ignoring their eco- 
nomic needs. 


7,000 American troops may 
be withdrawn from Korea 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Up to 7,000 American troops 
may be withdrawn from South 
Korea by 1994, redodng U.S. 
forces on the Korean peninsula to 
the lowest level since the Korean 
War, officials confirmed 
Tuesday. 

The proposed reduction is ab- 
out 2,000 more troops than has 
previously been reported. 

Troop reductions are a highly 
sensitive topic among South Ko- 
reans who, 37 years after the end 
of the Korean War, continue to 
view Communist North Korea as 


a hostile, enemy state. 

A redaction of 7,000 troops 
would leave roughly 36.000 
American military personnel in 
Sooth Korea. Some analysts con- 
sider this the minimum until 
further studies are made of 
America's long-term security 
strategy in North Asia and the 
Pacific. 

Senior U.S. and Korean offi- 
cials, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Tuesday the pos- 
sibility of a 7,000-soldier reduc- 
tion has been fully discussed by 
both nations. 


Different paths to unity tax East, West Germans 


BONN (R) — The two Ger- 
man ys have decided to unite — 
but the constitutional 
framework for a unified Ger- 
many is becoming a hotly-de- 
bated issue. 

Politicians in East and West 
Germany are arguing over 
whether the new state should 
draw up a new constitution 
reflecting the divergent pasts 
of the two states — or simply 
adopt the one West Germany 
hasnow. 

West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, his liberal allies, 
and conservatives in East Ger- 
many favour the latter course, 
saying the present Bonn con- 
stitution could be moulded to 
take account of any special 
concerns of East German 
citizens. 

Critics of this idea maintain 
that without a brand new con- 
stitution, unification will simp- 
ly amount to annexation of 
East Germany by the West 

The dilemma is highlighted 
in two seemingly contradictory 
articles of West Germany's 
1949 constitution, known as 
the Basic Law. 


Kohl and his supporters rest 
their case on Article 23 which 
says the Basic Law covers all 
West German states, adding 
that this will be extended to 
other parts of Germany “on 
their accession." 

On Monday Kohl said East 
Germany should simply take 
over Bonn’s constitution and 
laws. 

“For ns it is dear that the 
path to the future is the path of 
Article 23,” Kohl said. ‘This is 
decisive for us — we want to 
have this repnblic, the republic 
of die Basic Law, and no 
other.” 

He has won strong backing 
from supporters across the 
border. 

“People in East Germany 
always wanted to be West Ger- 
mans,” said Hans-Werner 
Ebeling, leader of East Ger- 
many's right-wing German So- 
cial Union (DSU). 

“Why do we need a new 
constitution? We want im- 
mediate accession to West 
Germany under Article 23,” 
he said. 

But this argument has failed 


to cut ice with Kohl’s Soda] 
Democratic (SPD) opponents 
in East and West who find 
support for their opposition in 
article 146 of West Germany's 
constitution. 

This envisages the possibility 
of West Germany legally ceas- 
ing to exist, stating: “This 
Basic Law shall cease to be in 
force on the day on winch a 
constitution adopted by a free 
decision of the German people 
comes into force." 

The SPD says Kohl is amply 
trying to annex East Ger- 
many. 

Former Chancellor Willy 
Brandt, honorary chairman of 
the SPD in both Germanys, 
has backed the idea of a new 
constitution which would re- 
flect the experiences of both 
states. 

Wolfgang UUmann, minister 
without portfolio in the East 
German government, said a 
new constitution should reflect 
his country’s experience of the 
“total inhumanity" of NAZI 
and Communist dictatorships 
by enshrining a fall catalogue 
of basic human rights. 


A working group set up by 
East Germany’s “round table" 
ofgovemment and opposition 
officials is expected to present 
an outline draft of a new all- 
German constitution on March 
12 . 

The group would recom- 
mend human rights not 
guaranteed by Bonn’s Basic 
Law, such as the right to work, 
to a reasonable home and to 
live in a healthy environment. 
West Berlin’s Tageszeitung 
newspaper reported. 

The left-of-centre Munich 
newspaper Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung said a new constitution 
would benefit both countries, 
offering an opportunity to iron 
out problems with the Basic 
Law such as the balance of 
power between federal states 
and Bonn and the absence of 
any provision for environment 
‘questions. 

“A newly constituted Ger- 
many... could combine West 
Germany’s 40-year tradition of 
the rule of law with the demo- 
cratic authority of the revolu- 
tionary change in East Ger- 
many,” the newspaper wrote. 


German unification stirs fear in Poland’s western border 


ZGORZELEC, Poland (AP) — 
In 1946, Zbigniew Szadkowski's 
parents were roasted out of the 
Soviet-annexed Polish Ukraine 
and moved west, to settle the 
emptied formerly German lands 
of Poland's new frontier. 

Now these aging refugees and 
the children they bore on the 
forfeited German territories east 
of the Oder and Neisse Rivers are 
haunted by fears they might be 
swept away once again — this 
time by a resurgent, united Ger- 
many. 

“They are afraid about the 
border,” said Szadkowski. 
‘These are people who lost all 
their property, everything, in the 
east. Now they are afraid their 
children will lose everything 
again." 

“It is Polish history,” he 
added, with a shrug. 

Szadkowski. a middle-aged 
Polish army lieutenant serving in 
the border guard, is standing on 
the Bridge of Friendship. Behind 
him is the East German city of 
Goerlitz, in front of him die 
Polish town of Zgozzelec. 

Below him is a dirty brown 
swath of the Neisse River, the 
natural boundary that was used to 
create a man-made border that 
divided the German dty in 1945, 

In a 1950 pact. East Germany 
confirmed Poland’s western bor- 


der. Two decades later, West 
Germany also formally recog- 
nised the Oder-Neisse border. 

But the quest to regain lost 
lands has lingered in some Ger- 
man hearts and, now that Com- 
munist rale has collapsed and the 
two Germany's are striding to- 
ward reunification, the muddy 
Neisse seems a thm and vulner- 
able hoe. 

Many Poles are reminded of 
another Polish border, across 
which German troops crashed in 
1939 to unleash six years of NAZI 
horror. 

Poland’s government is deman- 
ding that the Oder-Neisse border 
be guaranteed before German 
reunification, but Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of West Germany 
has refused to give an unequivoc- 
al p romi se on the border. 

Kohl must face voters in De- 
cember and, with poDs showing 
him running just a few percentage 
points ahead of die opposition 
Social Democrats, apparently 
does not want to alienate con- 
servative supporters. 

Many West German politi- 
cians, even leading figures of 
Kohl's governing coalition such 
as Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Genscher, favour guaran- 
teeing Poland’s Western border 
before reunification. 

But Kohl’s murky stance has 


fed feelings of anxiety in this 
town at the western edge of the 
land ceded to Poland by a defe- 
ated Germany — land that com- 
prises one-third of modern Po- 
land. 

“The older people especially 
are afraid of this reunification ... 
life teaches that history often 
repeats itself," said Zbigniew 
Daniluk, an economist and Zgor- 
zelec Solidarity leader. 

As World War □ ended, more 
than 12 milli on ethnic Germans 
were expelled from newly Polish 
territories and transported west. 

The victorious allies had 
allowed Josef Stalin to give the 
land to Poland in exchange for 
tiie greater territory he took from 
Poland in the east and annexed to 
the Soviet Union. Poles were 
never consulted. 

There is bitterness in some 
German quarters about the sever- 
ing of kmg-uurtured German ties 
to lands now labelled Poland's 
“recovered territories" — a refer- 
ence to Polish prior ownership of 
the land in the Middle ages. 

Trepidation about German 
unification is widespread in Po- 
land, but is particularly acute for 
those who resettled in formerly 
German territories after leaving 
the eastern lands seized by the 
Soviets. 

Forced to repopulate the new 


western region stretching from 
Baltic coast to Zgorzelec and 
south, these Poles have long lived 
with a sense .of impermanence. 

“This fear is well evident in the 
small (formerly German) villages 
which are not restored and are 
not neat and tidy," said Walery 
Wysold. 

“People, for all this time, have 
been wondering whether they will 
stay here force ver, or not.’’ 

His father, who had lived in 
eastern Poland and was forced by 
the Soviets to labour as a miner in 
the Soviet Caucasus, settled in 
Zgorzelec in 1956. 

In Zgorzdec, there is a sense of 
artificial division, a feeling that 
the town could so easily become 
united, and German, again. 

The trolley rails that linked the 
two sections of the prewar Ger- 
man dty are still embedded in the 
bridge over the river border. On 
both sides of the river the 
arcbetecture is tuin-of-the-cen- 
tury German. 

The soaring cathedral is in 
GorKtz, as is the old heart of the 
city. Zgorzelec, says Szadkowski, 
“doesn’t have a real centre like 
every Polish town.” 

Poles returning from jobs or 
vacations on the west side of the 
bonier describe anti-Polish senti- 
ment surfacing: A restaurant re- 
fusing service or a store posting a 
sign, “toys for German children 


only." 

In western Poland, grafitti de- 
manding “Germans go home" 
have appeared on bus stop walls. 
1 It has long been easier for East 
Germans to enter Poland on 
shopping forays than it is for the 
Poles to go West, and Germans 
have developed a reputation in 
Poland as rapacious consumers of 
scarce goods. 

And yet a Polish-German fanti- 
larity has also been spawned by 
the border traffic — “we have 
shared a few vodkas," says Szad- 
kowski — and a common sense of 
new freedom after casting off 
Communist rale. 

Local poles remember that 
when East Germans swam the 
Neisse last year, seeking to reach 
the West through the fract urin g 
East Bloc, the people of Zgor- 
zelec welcomed them with dry 
clothes and lifts to the West 
German embassy in Warsaw 480 
kilometres away. 

Now thoughts are focused on 
whether the Warsaw government 
can wield enough i nt e rau ational 
influence to ensure the Neisse 
remains the permanent border. 

It is en emotion-stirring ques- 
tion. Sotiarity parliament leader 
Bronislaw Geremek recently told 
a pads audience that it would 
take a war to change the border. 

Said Wyspki, “Simply, we will 
not allow them to do it" 



Bob Hope wins big 
at charity raffle 

PALM SPRINGS, California 
(Ap) — Bob Hope was unable to 
attend a charity event whose host 
was Jimmy Stewart, so he bough: 
five raffle tickets at $1,000 apiece 
to help out. He pulled the grand 
prize. “Isn’t that amazing? i nev- 
er win a thing," Hope said from 
his desert home Monday’, a day 
after learning he had won a 
$50,000 BMW, a set of luggage 
and a trip to Germany. Hope was 
performing Friday aigbl in Fort 
Arthur, Texas, and couldn't 
appear at the Beverly Hi! too 
Hotel’s “an evening erf elegance." 
He bought five of the 100 tickets 
sold for the benefit for abused 
and neglected children. U would 
seem the globe-trotting entertain- 
er wouldn’t need luggage or a 
free trip to Munich. Ke‘s made 
dozens of overseas trips to enter- 
tain U.S. Droops over Christmas, 
including visits to Germany. 
“You think you're kidding, don't 
you? I can use the luggage," 
Hope said. Asked what he would 
do with the car. Hope said: "I 
don’t know. T bought in at the last 
min ute. I was late getting into rt 
so 2 bought five $1,000 tickets, ” 
Hope said. When Stewart picked 
Hope’s name, be said, “you're,, 
not going to believe this. It's Bob 
Hope.” 

Tomato seed from 
space sprouting 
normally 

HOUSTON (R) — Tomato seeds 
that orbited around the Earth for 
more than 5V5 years on a NASA 
satellite are sprouting normally, a 
seed expert said Monday. The 
seeds, which flew aboard the II- 
tonne long duration exposure 
facility rescued by the space shut- 
tle Columbia in January . appe^ 
to be in good shape, said Jim 
Alston, director of research for 
South Carolina-based Park Seed 
Co. Incorporated. “The seeds 
look identical to what they did 
when they went up,” be said. 
About 12Vi million seeds were 
placed in protective canisters on 
the satellite, which was launched 
by the U.S. space agency in April 
1984. The canisters insulated the 
seeds from the temperature ex- 
tremes of space, Alston said. 
Alston said the tomato seed ex- 
periment will give the space agen- 
cy insight into the “siorabiiity of 
seeds" in space, which could 
prove useful on lengthy missions 
where astonauts must grow their 
own food. 


to see daughter she 
went to jail for 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Dr. Jean Elizabeth Mor- 
gan has arrived from the United 
States to press her fight for sole 
custody of her daughter, whom 
she sent abroad two years ago to 
protect her from alleged molesta- 
tion by her father. Morgan spent 
25 months in prison for refusing 
to reveal the whereabouts of her 
daughter, Hilary Foretich, to her 
father, from whom she is di- 
vorced. Morgan became the cen- 
tre of a heated controversy over 
parental rights. Although Mor- 
gan has not seen 7-year-old Hilary 
for more than two years, she said 
through her New Zealand attor- 
ney that would not reunite imr 
mediately with Hilary, who is 
Christchurch. Instead, solicitor 
Lyn Stevens said she will spend a 
“few days" meeting with local 
attorneys and with Hilary's 
lawyer. The 42-year-okl surgeon, 
who has been outspoken through- 
out her three-year custody bailie, 
refused to speak to journalists 
after her arrival at Auckland In- 
ternational Airport. Carrying 
only a handbag after her flight 
from Los Angeles, she slipped 
through a side exit and was 1 
ushered into a wai ting car- / 
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